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t was a game,
is my Daddy's
ay-long game,
and it was fun
g what he did.

I

Ruth and Erdman Bowders

work ethic as Erdman makes crafts for their annual craft
"I like people!" That's what Ruth said when I asked
sale and Ruth works with the bake sales and other Auxilwhat motivates her. Erdman, her husband, sits at their
iary benefits. Both have served on the missions committee
kitchen table and just smiles. But don't let him fool you, he
at our church, bonding with our missionaries in a personal
is just as interested in their pursuit of service—to the Lord
way.
and our community. They are two of those "quiet people"
Once a month, Ruth and Erdman visit various businesses
who attend church regularly. If you didn't know differently,
and individuals, collecting used envelopes and processing
you would not be aware of all the activity they engage in
the canceled stamps. They give some of them to Messiah
between services.
Village and some to a local church, which ships them overEven before Ruth and Erdman retired, they began to
seas and helps to support a home for mentally-handicapped
give of themselves. Fifteen years ago they placed their
men.
names on a hospitality roster for Wycliffe, entertaining
A real service to the shut-ins, Ruth and Erdman deliver
many missionaries in their home as they pass through our
audio tapes of our services. They also deliver good cheer in
town. Ruth also has many fond memories of the babies she
a friendly visit and sometimes cookies, ice cream or soup.
cared for in the church nursery who are now teenagers.
Ruth and Erdman have an open home and often entertain.
Thirteen years ago our church, Chambersburg Brethren
They have a standing policy of inviting new church famiin Christ, sponsored a Vietnamese family at a time when
lies to their home for a meal and fellowship. They also
Erdman had taken a voluntary layoff from Mack Truck.
babysit
on an occasional basis when mothers in our church
Our pastor asked Ruth and Erdman to be their overseer.
need
to
go to the doctor or when work schedules demand a
They took them to the doctor, helped them become adjusted
babysitter.
They do this without pay. So, from the shut-in
to the country, and adopted them into their hearts. (Their
seniors
to
the
young children, the Bowders are busy disown three sons and four grandchildren don't live close by
pensing the love of the Lord in a very practical way.
and this was an opportunity to share their love with others.)
After reading of all the activities in which these two serThe relationship still works over the miles as this family
vants of the Lord are involved, you may wonder what they
now lives in Colorado and the children, now grown up, still
do in their "spare" time! Well, Erdman likes to do wood
consider them grandparents. Both families have visited
crafting and Bible reading, and
each other over the years.
Ruth likes to clean house and
For 16 years, Ruth has worked
write letters to missionaries.
J
for the SELFHELP MCC store,
"Special People" profiles a
The Bowders have been marWorld Treasures. She has had two
wide variety of Brethren in
ried
52 years and have lived in
stints working with Meals on
Christ members of all ages and
only four places! That speaks of
Wheels, currently working as a
from all walks of life.
commitment and stability. Their
regular substitute for the last three
You are invited to submit a
many acts of service speak of
years. Both Ruth and Erdman work
short article about some "Spetheir love of people, their phifor the Toy Mission, fixing and
cial Person" you would like to
losophy of putting others first
cleaning toys from October
introduce to Visitor readers.
and helping people. So even
through March for needy children
Articles should be typewritten,
though
this couple are two of
at Christmas. About four years
preferably 300-400 words, and
our
quiet
people, we "hear"
must
have
the
approval
of
the
ago, Ruth saw an ad in the newspathem for their actions shout,
person being profiled. If your
per about transporting cancer
"This is the way, walk ye in it."
article is accepted for publicapatients to the hospital for
tion,
we
will
contact
you
to
chemotherapy and radiation. She
secure a photo for publication
said to Erdman, "This is something
(which will be returned).
we could do." And sure enough,
they have taken people to HagersMail your article to
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
town, Hershey and Harrisburg.
Anita Mcllveen is the Visitor
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
The Gospel Tide Auxiliary is
correspondent for the Chambersburg
congregation.
the beneficiary of the Bowders'
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Has technology replaced meaningful interaction in the home?

I

summer of
1928. Life may not have been
easy or our circumstances affluent in western Kansas. That life,
however, was good, and it was rich
in texture, color and emotion.
By the year I started in Miss
Marie's first grade in Fowler, I was
old enough to learn almost all of the
farming operation. I had been a witness to many of its arenas since my
birth, no doubt, but my role was that
of spectator. Now I was to be a participant. I cannot remember the day
I learned to milk a cow. I suppose
that I had been allowed to experiment with pulling the milk down
and out of the cow's udder. I had
regularly stood close enough to
smell the unusual aroma of fresh
milk gathering warm and golden in
the bucket Daddy held between his
legs as he balanced on a one-legged
"T" stool. He made a small version
of the stool for me, and I had a small
bucket. I could feed the cats the
milk I could get Daddy to pull into
my bucket. It was a game. It was my
Daddy's all-day-long game, and it
was fun doing what he did.

(Dffff©
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WAS BORN in the

I have early memories of home,
inside the house, beside the woodburning heating stove in winter and
lying in front of the water-cooled
fan during hot summer afternoons
after lunch. Most of my early memories were burned into indelible
images of my own active participation in the farm operation.
I knew every crevice, every
winding cranny where the rain consistently washed ditches through a

by Donald Joy
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plowed or planted field. It was my
soil. I had no idea that I would ever
do anything else. "So this is what
'work' is," I thought. "It's play. It is
doing what you love to do all day
long and, in some seasons, deep into
the darkness, too."
I give you this chunk of memory
not because it is unique. I give it to
you, instead, because there were
hundreds of thousands of children
who were being reared with those
kinds of home experiences. So I
offer it because it can be useful here;
it contains a slice of human development very much like the billions of
slices of children's lives in every
culture since the dawn of Creation.
Only the particulars of "Daddy's
work" and "Mother's work" would
be different across cultures and centuries. The ways of learning and
becoming a mature person have
remained the same—until now.
Things are different. Values and traditions are in transition. It is critical
that we who have any word of hope
stretch ourselves across the canyon
as a bridge to solid, universal and
unchanging realities in the new and
coming generation.
From the dawn of history until
World War II, parents taught their
children everything they knew about
their work. Children learned the
basics during the years when they
regarded work as play. Parents
would craft tiny specimen models of
adult tools and smile as they
watched the children imitate adult
work and call it play.
Now, half a century and more
later, children operate electronic
toys with joy sticks and remote controls. Virtually nothing they play
with as children resembles their parents' tools.
What has happened? It would be
easy to say that we are more affluent
now and have moved to the cities
and away from the soil. That may be
October 1994

We like to think of
America as a childcentered society,
but our actions
belie our words.
A hard look at our
institutions and
way of life reveals
that our national
priorities lie
— elsewhere. ——
true, but it likely does not explain
what happened to the magic years of
children learning about adult work.
The double fault
It would have been one thing to
postpone vocation and marriage for
our adolescents if we could have
given them an authentic sense of
being needed, of making a significant contribution to the household
as a means of harnessing some of
that sexual energy of the postponement years. Instead, we have closed
down the shop of labor for children
and teens. We have taken away their
childhood play-at-work apprenticeships in the company of significant
adults. They have become the generation of the bored.
By our lack of imagination we
have defaulted, and our young now
tend to expect that the years from 13
to marriage are a free ticket, and that
parents should pick up the tab for
their entertainment. We have double
faulted. We have created a culture of
entertainment, leisure and play to
replace primary parental teaching
through the luxury of parent-child
partnership at meaningful work.
Perhaps no one has diagnosed the
ills of American family better than
Urie Bronfenbrenner of Cornell
University.
"America's families, and their
children, are in trouble, so deep and

pervasive as to threaten the future of
our nation. The source of the trouble
is nothing less than a national neglect of children and those primarily
engaged in their care—America's
parents.
"We like to think of America as a
child-centered society, but our
actions belie our words. A hard look
at our institutions and way of life
reveals that our national priorities
lie elsewhere. The pursuit of affluence, the worship of material things,
the hard sell and the soft, the willingness to accept technology as a
substitute for human relationships
have brought us to the point where a
broken television set or a broken
computer provokes more indignation and more action than a broken
family or a broken child.
"Our national rhetoric notwithstanding, the actual patterns of life
in America today are such that children and families come last.... Yet
this is what is happening in America
today. We are experiencing a breakdown in the process of making
human beings human.... (This) can
only have one result: the far more
rapid and pervasive growth of alienation, apathy, drugs, delinquency
and violence among the young, and
not so young, in all segments of our
national life. We face the prospect of
a society which resents its own children and fears it youth. Surely this is
a road to national destruction...."1
Rich kids in a sterile world
If we have taken meaningful
work and significant family relationships away from children by our
preoccupation with our own social
and economic pursuits, we should
not be surprised to find that the children get the messages: "You're on
your own, kid!" and "Hang on to
your peers!"
Where do they turn? Many of
them turn to the playthings adults

provide: television, entertainment,
motor vehicles and music. Most of
these pacifiers are passive substitutes for real relationships and
meaningful experience in adult
work. For the more socially motivated among them, they turn to their
agemates for social contact, but their
peers tend to be as impoverished
and confused as they are. They don't
have much to give to each other. Yet
we continue to herd them together
into schools organized to bring more
and more children together who are
more and more alike as to age, grade
and ability.
The result is a new and massed
conglomerate of coldness, anonymity and often violence. Add to this
the fact that their lives are increasingly sterile of significant experience and relationships with people
older and younger with whom they

ects and meaningful exchanges both
in words and in work. Today, the
new phenomenon is the single-parent family. The third adult, usually a
grandparent or single aunt or uncle,
has all but disappeared, according to
recent census findings. Impoverishment, loss of significant interaction
with an adult who has time to listen,
is the new order of the family.
We cannot hide from the fact that
we seem to have learned how to
destroy our children and we tend to
be sticking our heads in the sand
refusing to examine our new ways
of launching families that are failing
us all so miserably.
Transforming priorities
and values
We confront the most critical
question yet. Given the technological culture and our preoccupation
with success and
affluence, we may
find that we cannot
take even the first
step toward recovering intimate adultchild comradeship in
our culture.
On the other hand,
many of us are ready
to try. To begin, can
we list the values we
need to bring back to
our homes and our
culture?
1. Time in which
children are brought
significantly into the lives of adults
and adults are brought back into the
lives of children.
2. Meaningful work/play experiences that are productive tutorials of
later adult vocations, rehearsals for
adult responsibilities.
3. Spontaneous exchange of stories, questions and tales of happiness and pain between adults and
children.
Could we list priorities? Can we
say what we really want and in what
order the list is arranged? Here is a
beginning list:
1. What would my day look like
if time with my children were a top
priority instead of canceling the

We cannot hide from the
fact that we seem to have
learned how to destroy our
children, and we tend to be
sticking our heads in the
sand, refusing to examine
our new ways of launching
families that are failing us
*• all so miserably. — — share some community life outside
their workplace, the school.
Who can say exactly how our
present crisis of values had developed? We can describe the loss of
significant parent-child time, the
loss of significant parent-child
work, and the loss of adults out of
the households across the last 50
years. Some researchers using
implanted microphones in infant
clothing, for example, found father's
specific verbal interaction totaling
38 seconds per day.2 Yet as recently
as the late 1940s, one family in 10
had an adult relative enriching
•adult-child contact with joint proj-

children's time first if there is a
social or an economic reason for
doing so?
2. What part of the household
operation might be distributed to
include parent-child teamwork to
handle routine, even drudgery jobs?
3. How could I bring my children
into my vocational experience,
given laws about safety and school
attendance, and given my need to
conform to adults-only expectations
and protocol where I work?
4. How might children and adults
be brought together instead of segregated in virtually all aspects of community, school and church life?
5. How can I bring relatives,
grandparents, even surrogate relatives into significant work, recreation and learning time with my
children? Are there populations of
older people concentrated in institutional settings who might be available for contact with children from
churches or schools? Are there older
people available near a children's
day care center? Are they operated
side-by-side to enhance probable
contact and intentional programs
bringing the old and the young
together in the care facility?
I have wanted you to wrestle with
some of the trends and symptoms of
a disintegrating family and culture.
You are joining me, I am sure, in
voting to transform our values and
priorities and to find the time to act
on those values to put ourselves
back into the lives of our children
and to bring them back into our
lives.

'See Urie Bronfenbrenner, "Report of
Forum 15—Children and Parents: Together
in the World," in Report to the President:
White House Conference on Children
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1970).
^Reported by Bronfenbrenner in "The
Disturbing Changes in the American Family, " Search (Fall 1976:4ff.) He cites U.S.
Census Bureau statistics on the changing
number of adults in the average household.
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Interested in church growth? Ask yourself...

Is your church
seniorsensitive?
by Win Arn and Charles Arn

M

OST CHURCHES in America

are
following a course which will
miss one of the greatest social
changes—and greatest opportunities—in American history: the coming age wave. Like beach residents
unaware of an approaching tidal
wave, most congregations still seem
to assume that "the future of the
church is its youth." Today, tomorrow, and well into the 21st century,
the more accurate description is:
"the future belongs to the old."
Of course, most churches have a
token senior adult class, perhaps a
monthly potluck or field trip for

their older adults. But such
approaches are woefully inadequate,
if not entirely irrelevant, to the task
of reaching and ministering to the
rapidly growing community of persons over 50.
Why are most churches so
"senior insensitive"? It is generally
one or more of the following reasons:
(1) Ageism. This mindset discriminates against, diminishes, and
demeans age. Unfortunately, it is
alive and well, not only in our society, but also in our churches.

(2) Ignorance. A minuscule number of today's church leaders have
been trained in the unique needs,
opportunities, and outreach strategies required for persons over age
50.
(3) Irrelevance. Most existing
"senior adult" church groups are
operating on assumptions about
senior adults that grew out of a different time and place. Today's
senior adults are far different from
their parents or grandparents.
Isn't it ironic that in the midst of
decreasing resources, most churches
don't realize the "hidden treasure"
inherent in the senior adults of the
church? The chart below identifies
five problems which can be found in

Resources senior adults bring to congregations
Common Church Problems

The "Hidden Treasure"

(1) A survey we recently conducted among pastors indicated
that their most common frustration is a lack of dedicated
lay people to do the work of the church.

A separate study found that senior adults average two to three
times as many available hours for church-related activities
as any other age group.

(2) Financial short falls are the most common reason for not
adding buildings, programs, and/or staff.

In a given year, one senior adult church member will give
seven times the amount of money that a "baby boomer"
member will give in the same church.

(3) Members transferring jobs and/or moving to another community account for 3-5 percent membership loss in a congregation each year.

Senior adults change address an average of once every 12
years, compared to the national average of once every 7
years.

(4) Low institutional loyalty is a common characteristic of
baby boomers. Most churches find it difficult to solicit
membership or long-term commitment from this group.

High institutional loyalty is a common characteristic of senior
adults. When they join, they stay and they are committed.

(5) Biblical "illiteracy" is common among laity in many
churches. As a result, pastoral teaching often remains at
the "elementary" level.

Most senior adult members have been Christians for years.
Having experienced life's mountains as well as its valleys,
they have a wealth of maturity and wisdom they can share
with others.
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many congregations, and the
resources which older adults can
bring to solve these problems.
There indeed are effective ways
for churches to respond to the challenge of an aging population. The
graying of America provides an
enormous opportunity for the
church; perhaps unique in this century. But without a major re-tooling
of strategy and tactics, the church
will be left behind. To restate: the
approach most churches presently
have for ministry to the aging adult
population is woefully inadequate, if
not entirely irrelevant.
So, what can be done?
First, realize that all seniors
aren 't seniors. A new generational
grouping has emerged in our society
during the past generation. Their
members are called "middle adults"

and include those people between
50-70 years of age. They are, as
U.S. News & World Report says, "a
new generation, different not only in
size, but in vitality and outlook."
Older adults are living healthier,
more active, productive, longer
lives. In reality, a person of 50 or 60
can expect to live 15, 20, or 30 more
years. It is, indeed, their middle
years. They are not, certainly in
their own minds, "senior adults."
Secondly, realize that age does
make a difference. People 30 years
old are different than people 60
years old; not only in the hair on
their head, but the mind inside.
Older adults think differently than
younger adults. (See the chart
below.)

David Wolfe,
a knowledgeable
researcher
and marketer,
draws some
fascinating
contrasts
between
mature and
young adults:

YOUNG ADULTS
• Heavily influenced by peers
• Highly materialistic values
• More objective
• More extrospective
• Low sensitivity to context
• Perceptions in black/white
• More rigid
• More subordinated to others
• More predictable behavior
• More price sensitive
• Simple ways of determining
values
• Detail oriented

MATURE ADULTS
• Declining influence by peers
• Declining materialistic values
• More subjective
• More introspective
• High sensitivity to context
• Perceptions in shades of gray
• More flexible
• More individualistic
• More discretionary behavior
• Less price sensitive
• Complex ways of determining
values
• Whole-picture oriented

David Wolfe, "Targeting the Mature Mind, ' American Demographics, March 1994,
pp. 32-36.

Christian implications
What does this changing demographic landscape mean for the
church?
Most importantly, it means that
the old ways of doing senior adult
ministry must be re-evaluated. It is
my belief that even the term "senior
adult" will become less than helpful.
As more and more baby boomers
inch toward that age category (the
first boomers will turn 50 next
year), the stigma attached to the
word "senior" will make it a liability
to effective ministry.
Even now we are finding that
when churches offer a "senior adult"
program, at most only 15 percent of
the church members who qualify to
be there, actually are there. As we
have researched this phenomenon,
we have found that most do not
want to be lumped into the category
of senior citizen, either in the minds
of others or their own.
The new and still-emerging
strategies that will be necessary for
effective ministry to "middle adults"
have many implications for programming, evangelism, and
scheduling of church activities. The
church that is "age sensitive" will be
providing a variety of groups to
appeal to the diversity of interests,
needs, and activities for each age
group.
Getting started right
We are often asked the question,
"If you were to develop an age-sensitive adult ministry, how would you
begin?" Here are five components:
1. Find, select, train leaders. The
success of your adult ministry will
be directly related to the quality of
your leaders. One or more persons
needs to own the goal of
ministry/outreach to young, middle,
and senior adults. The leaders who
will be most successful in each
group have a genuine love for people in that group. It's not a job, it's a
ministry.
In research we conducted with
500 churches that had a full or parttime senior adult staff member, we
found that the leaders who had
received specific training in this
Evangelical Visitor

area were far more effective—and
their adult ministries were more
likely to be growing—than were
leaders who had received no training. (Eighty percent of all older
adult staff members had received no
training whatsoever in their field.)
We also found that retired pastors
are generally ineffective as middle
and senior adult leaders unless they
have been re-trained in the unique
issues and challenges of senior adult
ministry in the 1990s.
2. Get the facts. Here is a proven
principle: "Abundant, accurate
information, properly interpreted
and applied, enables churches to be
good stewards of the grace of God
and effective communicators of the
gospel of Christ."
What are the actual statistics in
your church? How many members
are over age 50? 55? 60? 65? What
are the age groupings in your community? How many are homebound? What percentage are males;
what percent are females? What are
the various needs and interests represented in your prospective constituency? Effective programs and
activities will be based on the findings of your research.
3. Begin with an adult "ministry, " not a senior adult "group."
This distinction is important. If you
have a "senior adult group," you
limit the potential involvement to
those individuals who see themselves as "senior adults." Many
other senior adults in your congregation and in your community will
not identify with "those old people."
In contrast, if your paradigm is an
adult ministry, all kinds of groups
can develop, many of which would
not even be identified as "senior
adult." A church of 300 members
could have ten to fifteen various
adult groups responding to the variety of needs, and touching the lives
of many more people.
4. Develop a purpose statement.
A clearly written purpose statement
will be the guiding light for a successful older adult ministry. This
purpose statement should be
"owned" by the members and be a
yardstick to regularly measure
October 1994

The "age wave" is swelling! The
60+ year-old age group is growing
three times more rapidly than the
population at large. And for the first
time in American history, there are
now more citizens over age 65
« ,
than under age 18.
progress. If a clear purpose state°
ment is not established and used
early in the ministry, the activities
will become increasingly self-serv- ^ o ^ ^ ^ ^ M M n n a n
ing and self-centered.
Here is one purpose statement
• Social and spiritual connecteddeveloped by an age-sensitive adult
ness—they respond to people
ministry. Use or adapt it if it
more than programs.
describes the purpose you desire for
• Altruism—they desire to give
your adult ministry. If not, create
something back to the world.
your own.
• Personal growth—they desire to
The adult ministry of
continue developing as human
Church has as its purpose to
beings.
communicate and share God's
• Revitalization—they respond to
love to those in the church family,
activities that bring fresh and new
and to those outside the church.
experiences.
The assumption behind the adult
Effective older adult ministries of
ministry, the groups, and activithe 1990s and the 21st century will
ties sponsored by this ministry is
be those which integrate these valthat they exist for the purpose of
ues and motivators into a creative
serving, not being served; of givvariety of activities and experiences.
ing, not receiving.
The "age wave" is swelling! The
6. Build your adult ministry on
60+ year-old age group is growing
adult motivators. Marketing rethree times more rapidly than the
searchers have spent considerable
population at large. And for the first
time and money seeking to identify
time in American history, there are
the reasons today's older adults buy
now more citizens over age 65 than
or don't buy certain products. Their
underage 18.
discoveries are of value to church
The "age wave" is rapidly apleaders seeking to reach this same
proaching! Those churches that are
generation, and encourage them to
not prepared will be swamped by
"buy" a new lifestyle in the Christhe sheer numbers, diversity, and
tian faith and community. Accordimpact of these older adults. Or, if
ing to these studies older adults are
they are prepared, they will get out
motivated by one of five values
their surfboards and catch the ride of
which form the foundation of most
a lifetime!
•
of their meaningful activity* Those
values are:
• Autonomy—they desire to be or
remain self-sufficient.
Win Arn is founder and president of
*For a more comprehensive discussion of
these values, see the above-mentioned article
by David Wolfe in American Demographics.

L.I.F.E. International, 1857 Highland Oaks
Dr., Arcadia, CA 91006. Dr. Charles Arn is
editor of the LIFELINE, a newsletterfor leaders of older adult ministries.

THE TOPIC OF DISCUSSION IS SPIRITUAL

"Joel's Place
by John Day

The direction sign at the corner
reads, "Vineyard Christian Fellowship," but those who hang out there
have dubbed it "Joel's Place." This
renaming was prompted by a spiritual renewal which has been underway
for more than seven months, in the
vein of the Apostle Peter's words:
"...this is what was spoken by the
prophet Joel: 'in the last days, God
says, I will pour out my spirit on all
people...'" (Acts 2:16-17).
It began January 20, 1994, concurrent with a series of special services.
The first night, the Holy Spirit came
powerfully on the congregation (adjacent to the Toronto International Airport) with manifestations similar to
those accompanying the historic
revivals under the Wesleys, George
Whitfield and Jonathon Edwards and
recorded by others in early church
writings. The services have continued, six nights per week; intentionally conservative estimates put the total
accumulated attendance at 90,000.
Also, approximately 4,500 pastors
have been registered through the
Wednesday afternoon church leaders
meetings.
Several factors link this work of
the Spirit to those of previous generations. Jonathan Edwards, writing of
the Great Awakening of 250 years
ago, described what can be observed
in the meetings: "tears, trembling,
groans, loud outcries, agonies of the
body, and the failing of bodily
strength." These phenomena likewise
are accompanied by an overwhelming
sense of God's love and a joy in the

John Day, pastor of Riverside Chapel
Brethren in Christ Church, filed this report of
a renewal movement taking place in the
Toronto, Ontario, area.
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Lord expressed through hearty laughter. In nearly every service, people
respond to the invitation for a firsttime, faith-commitment to Christ or
for restoration to fellowship with him.
With this present move of God,
however, there seems to be an added
component. As people are being
refreshed and falling deeply in love
with Jesus, many also experience an
anointing from God that empowers
them for ministry in the areas of the
prophetic and with gifts of healing.
Someone testifying to physical healing is not uncommon. The senior pastor, John Amott, continually reminds
people to "look beyond the manifestations and see the fruit." He summarizes what is happening in this way: "I
see this wonderful river of peace and
love flowing. And then to that, the
Lord is adding a major prophetic
stream and to that, a major healing
stream and then to that, ultimately, a
major evangelism stream."
Perhaps the most significant phenomenon of this renewal is its international and interdenominational
character. There is a very clear understanding on the part of the church
leadership that this is not a Vineyard
movement. In fact, an early prophetic word declared that this move of
God was for the whole church and
had to be shared.
And share it they have. People
come from across Canada; from
every region of the United States;
from Europe, Africa, Asia, South
America, Australia. And they represent many denominations—Anglican/Episcopal, Baptist, Congregational, Lutheran, Mennonite, Missionary, Presbyterian, Pentecostal/Assembly of God, Roman Catholic, United (Canada)/United Methodist, as well as Vineyard Fellowship

RENEWAL

and others. Pastors and church leaders
report that as they come, receive the
anointing of God and return, similar
evidences of the Spirit's power are
experienced in their local churches.
The overflow to the British Isles has
been particularly noteworthy. David
Roberts, editor of Alpha magazine in
England, states that conservatively
speaking, 800 Anglican/Episcopal
congregations have been impacted,
and possibly the number is as great as
1500. (Incidentally, the British Broadcasting Corporation thought it of sufficient importance that they dispatched a TV crew to Toronto to
bring back a report. The August 15
issue of Time also has a write-up.)
Are there fleshly excesses? Guy
Chevreau, a local Baptist pastor with
a Th.D. in historical theology, has followed this renewal closely, relating it
to the earlier revivals already mentioned. He makes this comment:
"Fleshly excess in the church is a
given. It will be some time yet before
we see 'pure God' in one another. But
I'm to the place in my ministry where
I'd far rather work with a zealous
enthusiasm than I would with a carnal
fault-finding and a judgementalism."
He adds this comforting note from
Jonathan Edwards: "[Excess] may thus
be accounted for from the remaining
darkness and corruption of those that
are yet the subjects of the saving
influences of God's Spirit..."
Dr. John White, author of When
the Spirit Comes with Power, believes
this renewal is a time of preparation
for a greater move of God that will
see thousands of persons brought into
the kingdom. He further states, "I am
quite certain it is his will to bring
together the pastors of many denominations. The real division of the
future will not be between one
denomination and another, but
between those who are willing to
learn and those who know it all....
Let us go along with this renewal
phase to the best of our ability. But let
us be wise and not enjoy ourselves
Evangelical Visitor

OR "THE THIRD WAVE
so much in the fun of it that we think
this is everything. It isn't. This is the
phase in which we are being prepared
to train others, to impart to others.
And we will have to face our own

churches from this point of view—
imparting first, then going on."
One might ask, is this the only way
God is at work? Definitely not. In
many churches, God is blessing what

people are doing. In this renewal,
however, people are blessing what
God is doing.
•

On movements,
waves, and wonders
by R. Donald Shafer

The time was in the late 1950s and
early 1960s. I was a young pastor and
was really yearning to "Be," (develop
character) as well as seeking to "Do,"
(become an effective and an efficient
pastor). I was also committed to be a
faithful leader of the Brethren in
Christ Church family. The Brethren in
Christ was my church family both by
birth and by choice. Having the experience of two different seminary training scenes, I could have chosen from
two or more church families. Some of
my peers did, in fact, change church
families. Also, during those months, I
became aware of some special movements. One of these was the Faith at
Work Movement. I read their books
and attended the seminars. I was
excited. I also became aware of the
Full Gospel Business Men's Movement which was a charismatic group
focusing on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, especially prophecy and tongues.
This movement did not excite me.
At that time, I sought the counsel
and advice of one of our older
respected church leaders, C.N. Hostetter, Jr. He reminded me of the
example of Gamaliel in Acts 5:33-39.
He said the Brethren in Christ way
was to "contain" movements rather
than either bless them or curse them.
As Gamaliel put it, "Let them go! For
if it is of human origin, it will fail.
But if it is from God, you will only
find yourselves fighting against God"
October 1994

(Acts 5:38-39). This, to me, seems to
be not only wise but right advice.
Later in my ministry I have observed the Civil Rights Movement,
the Feminist Movement, the Church
Growth Movement, the Right to Life
Movement, and others. And I have
noted that the Brethren in Christ have
had different persons, including myself, who have been advocates of
some of these movements. Other
Brethren in Christ have been critics or
concerned about some of these.
When the Signs and Wonders
Movement was very much in vogue
at Fuller Theological Seminary, I followed that with interest since I personally knew some of the persons
giving leadership to that movement.
That was during the mid-1980s and
may well have been the first part of
the Third Wave Movement.
More recently, and especially at the
1994 General Conference, we had
references to the Third Wave Movement. John Wimber, in the introduction to the book titled, Riding the
Third Wave, describes the three waves
as "The Pentecostal Movement," the
"Charismatic Movement," and the
"Power of the Spirit" movement. Several of our pastors have communicated their enthusiasm for this Third
Wave Movement.
From a Brethren in Christ perspective, I would like to make some
observations.

1. Movements will come and go.
The motion of waves is a rising and
falling. Wonders and
signs are also special
and seasonal as the
Scriptures imply
(John 20:30, Luke 11:29).
2. There have been special movements, waves, and wonders as part of
God's way with people, but these
occasions are God's doing and not
our own. Anyone who personally
claims to know how and when to
either lift God up or bring God down
assumes a role of at least impropriety,
if not arrogance. We may well plan
the order of worship, but God will
manifest the Holy Spirit according to
his will, not ours.
3. The Brethren in Christ have
been open to movements and have
been willing to learn and even borrow
from these times of renewal and
refreshing. During our history as a
church family, we have usually not
initiated such movements, nor have
we isolated ourselves by being overly defensive. If the movement is
something the Lord Jesus calls us to
heed, we want to live in the Spirit. If
it divides or produces something
other than the fruit of the Spirit, we
have called each other to dialogue and
accountability. Thus we have been
known as a community of believers—
brothers and sisters—rather than followers of a well-known leader. We
have accents of pietism, anabaptism,
holiness, and evangelicalism. We
have been involved with all kinds of
movements including the three waves
and many others. We have had prophetic and, yes, controversial voices,
continued on page 12
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but the bottom line has been to love
one another regardless of differences.
4. That brings me to note that for
the Brethren in Christ, it is important
that we are one in the Spirit, and that
we are baptized with water and the
Spirit. We haven't majored on new
movements, breaking waves, or
shocking wonders. Our hallmark is a
personal experience of knowing Jesus
as Lord and living in obedience to
Jesus that results in right relationships. This prepares us to worship and
obey the triune God and to proclaim
his gospel to all people—our stated
purpose.
5. We should have eyes to see and
ears to hear what the Holy Spirit is
saying to the churches. When we
build trust and confidence in one
another, then we can receive different

W E SURELY WANT to be

open and ready to hear
the voice of God and to
follow Jesus in our world.
We also need to test the
spirits to see whether
they are from God, so we
can be open and honest
with each other about the
Holy Spirit in our midst.
expressions of the Holy Spirit in our
midst. We affirm accountability and
patience. We believe that God will
not whisper something in the ear of
just one believer, but that the whole
body of believers will be built together in the bonds of Christian love.
Thus we admonish one another but
always in Spirit and in Truth (John
4:23-24).
6. We surely want to be open and
ready to hear the voice of God and to
follow Jesus in our world. We also
need to test the spirits to see whether
they are from God (1 John 4:1), so
we can be open and honest with each
other about the Holy Spirit in our
midst. We encourage brothers and sisters to dialogue and pray one for
another. We want to affirm talking
with each other rather than about each
12

other. This produces the unity of the
Spirit through the bond of peace
(Ephesians 4:3).
7. Finally, a word of caution. We
should beware of reacting rather than
responding. Each of us has private
and personal needs and agendas.
Some of us like silence and quiet
times. Others of us like the thunder of
Sinai and the shouts of Zion. Some
focus on fasting and prayer. Others
point to praise and service. Some of
us react to past experiences. Sometimes those who grew up among the
"quiet people of the land" are ready
for a "wave that will pound the
shores" with a shaking. Others who
were the recipients of the fires of
revival or camp meetings enjoy the
wonders of symbols and liturgy.

BACK TO AFRICA FOR "SUMMER SERVICE"

by Ruth Bert

But God has a way of surprising all
of us. God is in the here and now! He
is no longer in the revival movements
of the past, although they can be studied with fascination. We surely can't
predict where God is in the waves of
the future, since that is not for us to
know. But God is here! We are to be
totally in love with God and our
neighbors with all of our heart, soul,
mind, and strength. With that knowledge, we can be ready for movements, waves, or wonders.
In our North American culture, we
have man-made wave machines and
there will be more movements. As for
me, and our Brethren in Christ
Church family, I stand in awe and
wonder before the God in Jesus
Christ who calls us to be faithful here
and now. And for our church family,
let us retain the characteristic of being
open to what God is doing. At the
same time, let us discern, as fellow
believers, what it is that God is doing
now. This would be consistent with
the letter of the Jerusalem council of
Acts 15 when we could conclude of
any movement, "It seemed good to
the Holy Spirit and us not to burden
you. " Our church family, along with
other church families, needs the blessing of diversity in our unity, but we
can do without the burden of division.

At age 13 she went to America and
nightly cried herself to sleep. Where
was the star-filled sky overhead?
There was no rhythm of the drum
from the village to lull her to sleep.
Now, seven years later, she went
home and recorded her experience of
seeing again the stars of the African
sky and her impression of the African
women whose work-filled lives cannot diminish their giving of the little
they have.
Becca Spurrier's journal records
some of the feelings and impact of
returning to Macha Hospital in Zambia after seven years in the U.S. At
the Grantham (Pa.) Missionary Prayer
Fellowship in August, the John
Spurriers told of old friends who
appeared with gifts upon their arrival
at Macha for six weeks of service, of
people dying of AIDS, of Christians
maturing, of increased prominence of
television at Macha, and of Zambians
won to the Lord by missionaries in
years past and now serving God.
Returning to their African home of
more than a decade meant something
different for each of the family. Dr.
John found himself again doing
surgery after being away from it for
several years. Esther found that the
language came back to her as she
taught Tonga to others. Becca worked
in the libraries of the nurses' training
school and the Bible school and
enjoyed the return to Macha. Matt
explored a career interest in the hospital pharmacy, and found rather
overwhelming the expressions of joy
and concern of the many Zambians
who had prayed for him after his auto
accident and now wanted to see and
talk with their Zambian-born "son."
The kingdom of God has many
builders, and their work is interwoven

Don Shafer is General Secretary of the
Brethren in Christ Church.

Ruth Bert is a member of the Grantham
congregation, as are the Spurriers.
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in the lives of his children. Esther
heard the story of one of the Zambian
doctors at Macho who, when he was
in medical school in Lusaka, heard
about Jesus from Pete Stern.
John told of Mukuwa Kalambo's
receiving offers from the largest hospitals in Zambia to serve as their
administrator. But he has turned them
down in order to remain at Macha.
And Chilobe Kalambo, remembered
by many as a young boy at Messiah
College when his father studied there,
is a tall, soft-spoken youth and a committed Christian.
The David Hamulumbu family
serve as examples in Christian faith.
David, financial controller for the
hospital, also studied at Messiah College.
Lawrence, a friend who played
soccer with Matt as a boy at Macha, is
planning a career as a pharmacist. He
is working with Dean Parry in the
Macha Hospital pharmacy until he
can continue his career plans.
Becca was invited to accompany
the hospital chaplain and the AIDS
outreach team to villages to see how
the counselors work with patients and
their families.
Visits to some of the Zambian
churches revealed growth over the
years. One congregation that had met
under a tree now has a brick building
and their own pastor. Another, where
Esther had first taught TEE (Theological Education by Extension) in
Tonga, now has a brick-and-thatch
building and 60-100 in attendance
where once stood only a mud-andstick structure.
Women's groups are active at
regional and national levels, in conferences with perhaps weekend shelters of tree branches built on site.
At Macha Hospital, with the physical plant now nearly twice the size it
was ("It's like a city," noted Esther),
October 1994

Above: Becca and Matt with
Guide Mweetwa.
Right: Esther rings the
Bulebo Church bell.

staffing needs are a matter
for prayer. AIDS is a
major concern. On the
men's ward, where John
spent some of his time,
about a third of the men
were AIDS patients. Most
of the Zambians that the
Spurriers know had a family member who had died
of the rampant disease.
The "chocolate water"
at Macha is now clear and
clean, but severely rationed, with the level in the
dam going down alarmingly. The harvest this year was inadequate for
many Zambians.
Home is where the heart is. But in
how many places can the heart be?
Zambia? America? Esther noted that
their hearts are most truly at home
with God's people. It was good to
return to Zambia. It's good to be
among God's people here in the
States.
There are many people who do
their jobs to make their living, with
little involvement of the heart. It was
clear that night in MPF that here is a
family not just "doing missions."

Rather, they, like many others, serve
with love a God who first loved us.
Someone in the back of the room
asked, "How do medical personnel
handle the increased risk involved in
working with AIDS?" John responded with a question first: "How did
early missionaries deal with the
increased risk of living overseas?"
Today, though, that is not the risk it
once was. Then he added thoughtfully, "I don't know how others handle
it, but I figure when God wants you to
do something, that includes risks
sometimes."
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Final analysis:

about it. More accurately, it seems to me we ought to say, "Come
on, brother, get moving."
The classic first definition of courage is "the heart, as the
seat of intelligence or of feeling; hence, mind, spirit, temper, or
disposition."
To encourage people means to put heart into them. That's
what our missionaries need—heart. Their needs lists always
include many things like health, results in ministry, good relations, learning the language and culture, adequate support, housing, and good schools for their children. But more than anything else they need hearts of lions.
We can't provide heart transplants, but we can do what the
writer of Hebrews tells us, "Encourage one another daily...so that
none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness" (3:13).
Dodging a fatal heart attack is the key to missionary perseverance. Sin (personalized as the enemy) tricks missionaries and
they fall victim to hard hearts—mainly dissension and discouragement (which take the heart out of them). To prevent this,
they need a daily shot of heart-strengthening encouragement.
We can put heart into them by calling, faxing, writing, and
sending boxes of goodies. We ought to take them out to dinner
when we travel to their places on business and vacation trips.
While there, we ought to listen to them for a couple of hours. We
can put their minds at ease so they don't have to worry about
their support or their kids' education. We can give them an annual cost-of-living raise.
We can put heart into them by sending our pastors to visit
them. They need our regular counsel, exhortation, inspiration,
and stimulation. Above all, however, we must encourage missionaries with fervent, informed prayer.
That's all long-distance heart pumping. Who are the encouragers on the battlefield? On my last overseas trip, I've always
been thankful to receive appreciation for bringing encouragement. But I wonder why missionaries seem to spend so Uttle time
putting heart into each other. Heart building does not get the priority it needs. If they are going to win the faith race, missionaries must be Ray Bukers to each other, lest they give up and quit.

"Missionaries
11
Heed Heart
by Jim Reapsome

After 16 years of tough work, the late Ray Buker left Burma
in 1942 in the face of oncoming Japanese troops. That wasn't the
end, however, because he came home zealous to stir up missionary vision and passion wherever he went. He stirred up Baptists to start their own conservative mission board. He stirred up
students while teaching missions at Denver Seminary. At the age
of 68 he began to stir up a lot of missionaries to start training
leaders by using extensions programs. Ray kept stirring up people until he died at 92.
Ray exhorted, but he did not agitate. He did not make a pest
of himself. We all respected him and listened to him not just
because he was a friendly, outgoing guy with a quick smile. We
listened because his integrity compelled us to. Not a smidgeon of
phoniness marred his character. His record of deeds done stands
out like Mount Rushmore on the South Dakota plains.
The writer of Hebrews desperately need a team of Ray Bukers. Ray, by the way, ran in the 1924 Olympics. Those first
readers of Hebrews were a dispirited gaggle of straggling runners—not in the Olympics but in the far tougher race to glory.
They had weak knees and feeble arms, among other things. Few
of them appeared to be stripped for action, going flat out to win.
Others dawdled along, complaining how tough the race was.
Some slipped dangerously close to the edge of the track, and
some had turned cold (they had "hard hearts") and quit.
"Encourage one another to keep going," the writer of
Hebrews pleaded. Ray Buker was an encouragerpar excellence.
Sadly, however, our Christian culture has diluted the word
"encourage." Give him a pat on the back, we say, and that's

Reprinted by permission from Pulse, June 24, 1994 (Box 794,
Wheaton, IL 60189).

Mennonite World Conference establishes
Global Church Sharing Fund
For the first time the Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ world family numbers more members in Africa, Asia and
Latin America than in Europe and North
America. Recognizing this new moment
and anticipating worldwide developments in the 21st century, Mennonite
World Conference is establishing a
Global Church Sharing Fund.
The fund's purpose is to encourage
sharing power and resources throughout
the international church according to the
spirit of 2 Corinthians 8: "The one who
had much did not have too much, and
the one who had little did not have too
Uttle."
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In announcing the fund, MWC secretary Larry Miller explained, "Major
contributions will come from Mennonite Central Committee (USA/Canada)
and Mennonite Mutual Aid (USA). In
connection with its 75th anniversary celebrations in 1995, MCC will give
$600,000. On the occasion of its 50th
anniversary, also in 1995, MM A will
donate $300,000."
These two church-related agencies
invite Brethren in Christ and Mennonite
organizations, congregations and individual members in North America and
around the world to join the effort so
that at least $1 million can be collected

by the time the next MWC world assembly convenes in early 1997 in India. An
initial contribution of $647 has already
been received from a North American
group of former Mennonite church
workers in East Africa.
Fund distribution will begin in 1997.
Between now and then, representatives
of MWC member churches-at least twothirds of whom are African, Asian, or
Latin American-wiU estabUsh guidelines
and priorities for fund use.
Initial suggestions include leadership
training in Anabaptist perspective, Uterature development and distribution,
church-to-church relations, activities by
and for women, peacemaking and witness, and joint mission projects. MWC
will not use Global Church Sharing
Fund money for its own activities.
Evangelical Visitor

od at work /ft our world
A dry Easter
Nancy Peterman—Bogotd, Colombia
In the middle of a period of unrelenting rain, we had one whole day of beautiful sunshine, and, wouldn't you know, it
was Easter Sunday. Being Resurrection
Sunday and Baptism Sunday all at the
same time, we decided to plan a special
outing. Many of the candidates were
young people, and they had expressed a
desire to be baptized in "living water"
(not the baptismal tank!).
Following a lead I had, servant-leader
German and I headed off to La Calera on
a nearby mountainside to check out a tiny
hot-springs pool that belonged to friends
of friends. Some 60 people signed up to
go to the baptism, so we arranged for
minibuses to pick us up after the early
service. We had made a box of sandwiches to sustain us. The only thing we
could not account for was provision in
case of rain. What a problem that would
have posed if the day had been typical of
the week!
Our newly-baptized members include
Hector and Sammy, who are in the
YWAM minstry house in La Calzada
with Sonia. Elsita, Ricardo's little sister,
is a young woman now and ready to
make her own commitment. Martha is a
lower-class single mother whose journey
began when servant-leaders Edgar and
Margarita saw her crying in the little
neighborhood store where they were buying bread and milk on a Saturday night.
Then there is Beatriz, who teaches
English at a community college and is
the mother of two teenage boys born in
Toronto. She has been coming for about
a year and growing tremendously. Her
husband works for the Ministry of Education; he's receptive but not totally convinced about making a radical commitment. The boys attend church sporadically. I am sure that the oldest was
impacted by his mother's testimony and
also that of Cesar, a neighborhood friend.
Cesar, also baptized on Sunday, has a
history of failing grades in high school
but is a talented guitarist and well read in
philosophy. Through his philosophy,
music and the pain of his dysfunctional
family, he became interested in a Satanic
cult and was involved for some time
before he came back to the church lookOctober 1994

ing for help. In November of last year he
experienced a dramatic deliverance, and
it's been exciting to see the changes
since.

Revival in the land
Mike Holland—Caracas, Venezuela
At our annual spring youth retreat we
had 51 participate—2 children, 3 cooks, 8
counselors and 38 youth from the three
congregations. Cagua pastor Ruben Arias
and missionary Bob Pringle shared the
speaking responsibilities. As we began
our Saturday evening worship time, we
took a few minutes in silence before the
Lord. Soon people began to cry as a wave
of the Holy Spirit flowed over the group.
The tears continued for the next thirty
minutes as we worshiped the Lord.
During that time the Lord ministered
to specific needs without any specific,
audible prayer: one lady was healed of a
tumor in her neck which she had had for
eight months; another person was freed
from a spiritual oppression. We could
probably write a book from the testimonies given by the group.
On Sunday morning, at the final service of the retreat, I invited the five who
had made decisions for Christ in their
small groups with their counselors to
come forward for special prayer and the
singing of the song, "I Have Decided to
Follow Jesus." I felt the Holy Spirit
prompting me to give another invitation—for others who wanted to give their
lives to the Lord to come forward and
join the group of new believers before
the song. I checked the Lord on this; I
felt that we had given plenty of opportunity already for people to give their lives
to the Lord. But in the end I obeyed, and
three more young people came forward. I
was astounded! We had never seen a harvest like that before. There were only
nine non-believers at the retreat, and eight
of them turned their lives over to God.
I believe we are on the edge of a major
revival. I mentioned this to Pastor Jos6
Otamendi, and he said that similar things
have been happening in services at Montalban since the united service on March
6. We agreed that the Lord used that service to somehow break a spiritual chain
over our congregations through that symbol of unity and love.

The challenge
Trudy McClane—reporting on an administrative visit to Orissa, India
On Sunday morning we had 87 baptisms. It was a sight to see! It was also
here that my faith was challenged in one
of the most stark experiences of my
Christian life. On the way to the river
about three kilometers away, a woman
began to scream and writhe. The chiefs
wife and I got down in the dust with her
and began to pray. I had to pray in
English, of course, but just repeating the
name of Jesus calmed her after awhile.
The women helped her up, and we
pressed on toward the river. Several of
the women had similar experiences. I
prayed with each one of them and was
exhausted by the time we arrived at the
place for baptism.
My faith was sorely challenged when
the first woman went into the water and
once again began to writhe. Satan himself
came to me as surely as he did to Eve
and told me I was an utter fool for wasting my time here with these people. He
reminded me of all I could be doing at
home and began fierce temptations like
none I have experienced. I could see the
woman in the water; two women were
helping her. The pastors were there ready
to baptize her. Suddenly it seemed to me
I heard a great voice. I couldn't hear it, of
course, but it was there so forceably that
it seemed I felt its vibrations on my body.
It was as if God himself called out and
said, "Enough!" And they baptized her.
She came up from the waters with a calm
spirit and walked back to the river bank
where others were waiting to help her.
She looked tired but at peace.
It was afterward, when Jack questioned Bijoy Roul about all of this, that
we found out why it was all so intense.
The gospel had never been preached to
these people until three years ago. For all
of the years they had existed as a tribe,
they had been worshiping Satan. Bijoy
told us that after baptism they are never
attacked in this way again. At the time of
this confession, the enemy plays his final
card, trying to get them to recant. Bijoy
said not one has ever gone back on his or
her newfound faith in Christ.
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Bible quizzing:
Up and running
by John A. Sider

For anyone interested in Brethren in
Christ Bible quizzing, it's almost time
for the 1994-1995 quiz season to begin.
Many churches have already started, and
anyone else planning to quiz this year
should plan to start by early November.
Quizzing this year is on the Gospel of
John.
In addition to recommended regional
monthly practice tournaments beginning
in December, three major tournaments
have already been scheduled: the Snowflake Tournament at Palmyra Brethren in
Christ Church in Palmyra, Pa., January 7,
covering John, chapter 1-7; the Can-Am
Tournament at Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church, Wainfleet, Ont. on April
8, covering John, chapters 1-16; and the

Lancaster
Bible Quiz
Tournament at Lancaster Brethren in Christ
Church, Lancaster, Pa., on May 21, covering John, chapters 1-21. For additional
information, teams or individuals can
contact Chris Frey at (610) 589-2573 for
the Snowflake Tournament, Aubrey
Hawton at (705) 325-4988 for the CanAm Tournament, and Charlie Crider at
(717) 569-3850 for the Lancaster Tournament.
The Brethren in Christ Denominational Tournament will be held from June 30
to July 4,1995, at the CarUsle Brethren in
Christ Church in Carlisle, Pa.
For general information about Bible

Keystone Bible Institute
Keystone Bible Institute will be held Sunday through Thursday,
Jan. 8-12,1995, at Christopher Dock High School,
Forty Foot Road, Lansdale, Pa.
The Institute, now in its 23rd year, will feature a variety of courses
taught by an expert faculty. This year's courses include:
Course Descriptions
Instructors
A Not So Subtle Preacher, Amos
Marion Bontrager
Spirituality: Yours, Mine, and Ours
Marion Bontrager
Making Sense Out of the Bible
Marion Bontrager
ACTIVE Parenting Today
Jean Heigel
ACTIVE Parenting of Teens
Jean Heigel
Marriage: Bonding or Binding?
Wally, Sylvia Jantz
Belonging and Boundaries: A New Identity (1 Thessalonians)
Paul M. Lederach
An Alert for the End Times (2 Peter)
Carlton Minnis
Believers Church Principles in a Contemporary World
E. Morris Sider
Relating to the Whole: Anabaptism and the Reformation
E. Morris sider
Retirement Lifestyles: Common Sense and Some Uncommon Alternatives
James Conrad, Dorthy Engstrom, John Kolb, Arlin Lapp, Arnold Roth
Pastor's Special Course (Tuesday a.m.)
If I Were Pastoring Again
Marion Bontrager

quizzing, interested churches can contact
either the regional quizmaster for their
conference or the General Conference
quizmaster. Their names, addresses and
phone numbers follow:
General Conference Quizmaster
John A. Sider
P.O. Box 108
Grantham, PA 17027
Telephone: (717) 697-1597
Allegheny/Susquehanna Conferences
Regional Quizmaster
Clint Stouffer
13434 Herman Myers Road
Hagerstown, MD 21742
Telephone: (301) 714-1346
Atlantic Conference Regional
Quizmaster
Arlin Buckwalter
150 North Charlotte Street
Manheim, PA 17545
Telephone: (717) 664-3006
Canadian Conference Regional
Quizmaster
R. Aubrey Hawton
RR#2
Orillia, ON L3U 6H2
Telephone: (705) 325-4988
Central Conference Regional
Quizmaster
Bonnie Walker
11390 Kipp Road
Goodrich, MI 48438
Telephone: (810) 636-7928
There are at present no regional quizmasters for Midwest, Pacific, and Southeast conferences. Anyone in these conferences who needs information should
contact the denominational quizmaster.
_j^g_
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Statement of Ownership,
Management and
Circulation

Brochures describing KBI more fully will soon be available in your congregation.
Plan now to attend this experience in quality adult Christian Education.
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Courses are offered at 3:30, 6:30, and 8:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to
take advantage of this excellent opportunity, sponsored annually as a
cooperative effort of the Brethren in Christ, Church of the Brethren,
General Conference, and Mennonite Churches of Southeastern Pa.
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Ohio Brethren in Christ
volunteer in Chicago
Seven youth and eight adults from the
Brethren in Christ Church in Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, spent five days volunteering in
Chicago. For the second year the group
worked at Synapses where they painted,
did carpentry, and helped with clean-up
jobs. The group paid their own way to
Chicago by selling ice cream at a local
festival and holding a garage sale. Lodging and some food was arranged by
Synapses, but the group also experienced
the variety of restaurants the city had to
offer.
One of the teens, Kelly Herbts, said

Upland
College
update
by George Hostetler
In the last issue of the Visitor, a gala
homecoming celebration on the Upland
College campus was announced for October 5,1994. This date is being changed to
Sunday, November 6, from 12:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Although the original plan
was to make this a big celebration, the
present plan is to "down-scale" the
November event in deference to a larger
event which is being planned to immediately precede the 1996 General Conference.
The November event will include a
luncheon, open house, and a short service of dedication. Out-of-state guests are
warmly welcomed. Accommodations can
be provided in the dormitories upon your
request. Call the Pacific Conference
office to arrange for this: (909) 985-6117.
(An interesting footnote: The event
which will immediately precede General
Conference is being planned by a grassroots volunteer committee composed of
Robert and Phyllis Carlson, Eloise Engle,
Dorothy Guengerich, Ardys Lundeen,
Feme Nebeker, and Morris Sider. This
planning began before there was any
inkling that we would own this property
or that it was even for sale. Coincidence?)
Owning the Upland College property
has been very interesting. Even before
October 1994

she enjoyed painting the office. "I
don't mind helping other people,"
she added, "it's more fun than working" at home." She also enjoyed the
visit to the art institute and a prestrike White Sox game—two of the
activities undertaken after a day of
work.
Synapses is an interfaith network
for justice and peace currently focusing on justice issues in Burma and
South Africa. Over lunch with
Synapses staff the group received an
update on activities in those countries. "See you next year" was heard
as the fifteen volunteers, their sleeping bags and suitcases headed out the
door of Synapses.

Jane Delcamp and Kelly Herbts prepare an office
for painting.

the escrow was closed, there was a flood
of telephone inquiries which continue to
this day. We have signed a six-year lease
with the Harvard Place Day School (K8th grade) which will be using 10 classrooms, and part-time use of gym, chapel,
and dining room.
Something is happening on campus
almost every evening including self-help
groups, Brethren in Christ and other
Christian athletic leagues, leadership conferences and rallies. Every Tuesday night
the gymnasium resounds with the happy
worship of 400-500 revitalized Filipino
Catholics! The two-story dormitory is
being used for week-end conferences.
We have scheduled events with the
Upland Historical Society, the Upland
High School Madrigal Singers, wedding
receptions...the list continues to grow.

We are looking for a congregation who
will be able to use the chapel for their
church services. There have been numerous inquiries regarding this.
The Board of Trustees is studying the
feasibility of a ministry which would be
patterned after LifeLine Ministries in San
Francisco. This kind of ministry requires
a large support base and may not be possible in the immediate future.
This is just the beginning of a great
adventure with this property which God
in his providence has once again entrusted to us. There are dreams about training
for Christian service, multi-ethnic Christian outreach, Brethren in Christ Christian
education, expanded senior citizen care,
etc. To quote Jesse Engle, pioneer missionary to Africa, "The Lord will doubtless consummate all things well."

Beulah/Upland College and Academy
Alumni Reunion
On the 76th anniversary of the founding of Beulah/Upland College and
Academy, all graduates, former students, faculty and staff are invited to a
reunion celebration to be held in the Upland area June 26 and 27, 1996,
immediately prior to the Brethren in Christ General Conference in 1996 at
Azusa Pacific University.
Because of the recent acquisition of the former school facilities by the
Pacific Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church, the possibilities of
using this campus for some of the reunion events are currently being
explored.
If you have not received the response card sent in September, please contact: Eloise Engle
896 West Arrow Hwy.
Upland, CA 91786-4516
Phone: (909) 985-3861
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Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation,
Chambersburg, Pa., had VBS Aug.
15-19. A farewell dinner for Rev.
and Mrs. Gerald Wingert was Aug.
25. • The Antrim church, Chambersburg, had missions week Sept.
18-25. • Sept. 24 was the Chambersburg youth bike hike and pizza
party. • Sept. 18 was Friend Day at
the Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa. • The Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, heard an
August sermon series on assurance,
"Knowing Where You Stand with
God." • The Hollowell church,
Waynesboro, had a lasagna dinner
Sept. 17 to benefit their athletic association.
The Iron Springs congregation,
Fairfield, Pa., had a picnic Aug. 28
at Camp Eder. An outdoor concert
by the Gospel Grass band was
planned for Aug. 21. • On Aug. 21
Bruce and Merly Bundy shared
about Spain with the Martinsburg,
Pa., congregation. The Senior High
class recently purchased four large
plants for the sanctuary. • Darrel and
Phil Knepper (father and son) and
Michele Heath shared their summer
mission experiences on Aug. 21 at
the New Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa. Heath served two
months in India and the Kneppers
went to Honduras for two weeks to
work on a building project. • Norman Nightingale, Paul Book, and
Merle Horton filled the pulpit in
August for the Springhope congre-

Douglas
McConnaughay
ordained
Rev. Douglas B.
McConnaughay was
ordained to the Christian ministry on Sunday morning, July 31,
at the Sippo Valley
Brethren in Christ Church, Massillon, Ohio. Rev. Paul Meduri—mentor, friend, and pastor at Peace
Chapel, Ravenna, Ohio—preached
the ordination sermon. Bishop Glenn
Ginder led the ordination rite and
gave the charge to Rev. McConnaughay. Rev. and Mrs. Eric Stanton
provided special music and Mrs.
Stanton played piano for the congregational singing.
Pastor Doug is working toward a
Master's Degree in Bible, Christian
Education and Church Music at
Ashland Theological Seminary and
18

gation, Schellsburg, Pa. • The
Walkersville, Md., church received
six members on Aug. 28.

Atlantic Conference
On Aug. 14 Don Zook reported
to the Cross Roads congregation,
Mount Joy, Pa., about his trip to
Zimbabwe. The film "Dravecky"
was shown Aug. 21. • Members of
the Elizabethtown, Pa., church traveled to Montoursville Aug. 17-21 to
be part of a family festival outreach
activity to bolster the Montoursville,
Pa., church. • Tim and Martha Giles
spoke Aug. 7 at the Fairland
church, Cleona, Pa. A fall through
February church history class
includes discussion, evening films,
and lectures. • Vicki Truett was in
concert Sept. 11 at the Free Grace
church, Millersburg, Pa.
On Aug. 7 Elizabeth Brandt
Edwards spoke to the Lancaster,
Pa., church about her work as an
AIDS nurse in Zimbabwe. Mary
Jane Davis spoke at the Aug. 31
Christian education dinner. • A new
Wednesday night format at the
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., includes Bible study electives, clubs
program, and choir. The Sept. 12
ladies salad and dessert night featured Connie Church of WMBIC chatting with Betsy Bic, Molly Mother,
Chris Craft, and Cathy Career. • A
study of 2 Peter, "How to Keep from
Falling," began Aug. 31 at the Montoursville, Pa., church.
The New Joy church, Ephrata,
will graduate in May
1995.
He was employed
by Commonwealth
Edison Company in
Northern Illinois for
19 years where he was
a nuclear operations
supervisor and a
nuclear quality inspector at Quad Cities Nuclear Generating Station. In 1991 he resigned
from this company, after receiving
God's call to full-time ministry. Following God's leading he and his
wife moved their family to Ohio to
attend Ashland Theological Seminary. Pastor Doug has served the
Sippo Valley congregation as pastor since 1992.
Doug and his wife Patty (Mahan)
are parents of two teenagers: Babette
(a freshman at Messiah College) and
Doug, Jr. (a high school sophomore).

Pa., had Sept. 18 Kids' Day with
Good News Magician Jonathan
Fodor. • The Palmyra, Pa., church
participated in the Aug. 22—Sept.
16 phone-a-thon for the New Hope
church planting in Lower Paxton
Township. Lou Cober was installed
as pastor at Palmyra Sept. 18. •
Lamar Dourte and Alice Lauver
sang at the Aug. 7 installation service of Roy Peterman at the Pequea
church, Lancaster, Pa. A concert by
Scott Bauermaster and Denise Glick
was followed by an ice cream social
on Aug. 28.
The Refton, Pa., chancel choir
had a retreat and workshop Sept. 18
at Oaks Community Clubhouse. •
The Skyline View congregation,
Harrisburg, Pa., had an evening
gospel sing Aug. 14 with Allen Artz.
Norm Whan gave a seminar Aug. 13
on non-traditional evangelism. • The
youth of the Souderton, Pa., congregation recently displayed a bulletin board of photos from their summer "advance" trip to Navajo Mission. The youth had a shore trip
Aug. 30 to Ocean City.

Aug. 23. • "The Colours of Our Creator" was the Aug. 15-19 VBS
theme of the Rosebank church,
Petersburg, Ont. • The Sherkston,
Ont., church had an Aug. 14
Galilean service at Thunder Bay
Golf Course. • "The Greatest Stories
Ever Told" was an extended sermon
series recently at the Upper Oaks
church, Oakville, Ont. • The Aug.
15-19 VBS of the Wainfleet, Ont.,
congregation brought in 120 children and 30 adults. The offering of
over $200 went to Rwanda relief. •
The Welland, Ont., church hosted a
Cuba report dinner Sept. 1. • On
Aug. 14 the Westheights church,
Kitchener, Ont., had an African
potluck dinner with speakers Abe
and lima Pankratz, now serving at
Macha Mission.

Central Conference

On Aug. 13 the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, had a
progressive picnic with four host
families. A Christian educators
appreciation breakfast was Aug. 27.
• On Aug. 7 the Ashland, Ohio,
church honored JoAnne Brubaker
with a "This Is Your Life." She has
Canadian Conference
The youth of the Bertie congre- been deacon, teacher, and leader,
gation, Stevensville, Ont., spent and is moving to Messiah Village. •
Aug. 6 at Canada's Wonderland. On On Aug. 10 the Beulah Chapel
Sept. 18 Tim and Martha Giles church, Springfield, Ohio, saw the
spoke to the congregation about video "America's Godly Heritage."
Venezuela. • The Boyle church, St. A yard and bake sale was Sept. 3. •
Ann's, Ont., sponsored a bus trip to The Christian Union congregation,
African Lion Safari on Aug. 27. • Garrett, Ind., had a Sunday school
Sid Kerr, former evangelism and staff appreciation breakfast on Aug.
outreach professor at Emmanuel 27. • The Lakeview church,
Bible College, was guest speaker Goodrich, Mich., planned its 25th
Aug. 21 and 28 for the Bridlewood anniversary celebration for Sept. 24church, Agincourt, Ont. • The 25.
On Aug. 26 the women's felDelisle, Sask., church joined in a
community service Aug. 14 at Circle lowship of the Nappanee, Ind.,
Hall in Vanscoy. The congregation church had a welcome party for
planned their mini-carnival outreach Joyce Ginder. Roger and Margaret
Williams returned from the Honevent for Sept. 10.
duras work project on Sept. 5. • The
On Aug. 28 Gary and Ardys Northgate fellowship, Tipp City,
Wenger from Quebec spoke to the Ohio, had a picnic on Aug. 14. •
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, "The Psalms of Summer" was a speOnt. • Pastoral intern Carol Mitchell cial Aug. 28 worship service at the
recently led 12-step programs at the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church. • The
Kindersley, Sask., church for adult Sippo Valley church, Massillon,
children of dysfunctional families Ohio, had VBS the week of Aug. 8.
and chemically addicted adults. • P. J. Meduri was the Sept. 18 guest
The New Life church, Collingwood, speaker. • Chain-O-Lakes Park was
Ont., sponsored a men's canoe out- the site of the Aug. 27-29 Union
ing Sept. 2-4. • On Aug. 21 the Oak Grove church, New Paris, Ind., campRidges, Ont., church had a bap- out. • The Chapel Belles of the Valtismal service for two persons and a ley Chapel congregation, Canton,
potluck lunch at a family home. • Ohio, enjoyed an Aug. 16 picnic at
The August sermon series at the the parsonage.
Orchard Creek church, St.
Catharines, Ont., was "Amos: An
Old Testament Prophet with a Mod- Midwest Conference
ern Day Message." • The Port ColOn Sept. 5 the men of the
borne, Ont., church had a family Mound Park church, Dallas Cenretreat Sept. 16-18.
ter, Iowa, had a night out at the parThe Ridgemount congregation, sonage to watch the San Francisco
Hamilton, Ont., contributed 10 vs. L.A. game. Kids' Rainbow Condozen baked items to Niagara Camp nection for ages 11-15 began on
Evangelical Visitor

Sept. 18. • Thirteen persons from
the Mt. View church, Colorado
Springs, Colo., traveled to lead VBS
Aug. 1-5 for 50 children at Navajo
Mission, Bloomfield, N. M. • The
Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation had church-in-the-park Aug. 28
followed by a picnic and games. •
Sixteen youth from the Rosebank
church, Hope, Kan., attended youth
camp in early August. On Aug. 28
the Hope Gospel Jubilee concert was
held at Hope Park with Pastor Bob
Lister as MC. • Bishop Brubaker
preached Aug. 7 at the Zion church,
Abilene, Kan.
Pacific Conference
On Aug. 7 the Chino, Calif.,
church had a Mexican theme potluck
supper and concert by Tom Shumate. • The Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., had an Aug.
14 picnic at Sweet Briar Park after
services. • A. Graybill Brubaker was
installed Aug. 21 as pastor of the
Upland, Calif., church. • The Walnut, Calif., church had a baptism
and membership class Aug. 21 from
4:00-6:00. The church hosted VBS
in the park Aug. 22-25.
Southeast Conference
On Aug. 14 the Holden Park
congregation, Orlando, Fla., had a
meal and discussion on the future
direction of the church. • On Aug.
29 the Millerfield's congregation,
Columbia, Ky., enjoyed a presentation about the new Jubilee curriculum. • The August theme at the
Winchester, Va., church was "Marriage—for Lovers Only" based on
the video series by H. Norman
Wright. Bruce and Merly Bundy
gave presentations about Spain on
Aug. 14.
Susquehanna Conference
Lee Ritchey was the speaker at
the Sept. 11 Galilean service of the
Big Valley church, Belleville, Pa. •
On Aug. 21 Todd and Dennette
Frieson talked with the Carlisle, Pa.,
congregation about their Mennonite
Board for Missions work in China.
The church sponsored illusionist
Andre Kole on Sept. 16. • Nine persons served short-term in Honduras
last summer from the Cedar Grove
congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. Fourteen persons were baptized in the
river Aug. 28. • Dennis Bliss spoke
at the Sept. 18 family life conference of the Cedar Heights church,
Mill Hall, Pa. Paul and Lela
Hostetler gave a missions presentation on Aug. 21.
John and Kathy Brubaker shared
about Thailand Aug. 17 at the
Fairview church, Reesers Summit,
Pa. The Georgia disaster relief team
October 1994

returned on Sept. 10. • The
Grantham, Pa., church hosted a
Sept. 4 continental breakfast for students where they signed up for the
Sept. 11 dinners hosted in homes.
Jay Bames has been named head of
the capital fund drive for the new
addition planned for spring 1995. •
Pastor Bob and Ali Keller's final
Sunday was Aug. 28 at the
Hanover, Pa., church. They will live
in the Philadelphia area. • The Jews
for Jesus film "Still Not Ashamed"
was shown Aug. 7 at the Jemison
Valley church, Westfield, Pa. • The
Marsh Cre«k church, Howard, Pa.,
hosted the Susquehanna Conference
sectional carry-in meal on Sept. 16.
Sept. 4 was Rally Day with The
Gospel Express.
The Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
church is developing a child protection policy covering such issues as
worker selection, screening, and
supervision. • On Aug. 3 Elizabeth
Brandt Edwards spoke about her
work as an AIDS counselor at
Mtshabezi Hospital to the Messiah
Village congregation, Mechanicsburg. • Craig Zendt, youth pastor at
Cedar Grove, was the Sunday speaker for the family camp Sept. 2-5 of
the Redland Valley congregation,
York Haven, Pa. • The men of the
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon,
Pa., had a breakfast and Bible study
Aug. 20. Six persons were baptized
Aug. 29. • The West Shore church,
Mechanicsburg, had a Galilean service Aug. 28 on a nearby creekbank.

For The
Record
Births
Brantner: Shirah Nicole, Aug.
14; Dale and Dianne Brantner, Redland Valley congregation, Pa.
Crumb: Emily Cora Marie, July
21; Thomas and Kristine (Sider)
Crumb, Wainfleet congregation,
Ont.
Ellis: Jordan Christopher, Aug.
8; Christopher and Rhonda (Smith)
Ellis, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Ellis: Shalem Nathaniel, July 30;
Arthur and Sheryl Ellis, Westheights
congregation, Ont.
Hayden: Matthew Christopher,
Aug. 31; Christopher and Karen
Hayden, Souderton congregation,
Pa.
Herr: Amanda Marie, July 28;
Greg and Beth (Hurst) Herr, Manheim congregation, Pa.

E.V. Timelines
100 Years Ago
October 15, 1894—R. E. Hershey of Talmage, Kans.,
writes, "If through sin we have fallen into valleys of vice,
or have been led in the great valley of degradation, it is our
duty to repent for the same, and ask the Lord for forgiveness and keeping power. The man who has been the habitant of some high mount higher than the Bible line must
descend to a common level with the man who fills the
valleys. The untruthful men must be truthful; passions
must be suppressed, and the patience tried; the mind and
body must be renewed. The highway to be prepared for the
Lord must be level, straight and smooth. Having brought
forth such fruits worthy of repentance, we are a people prepared for the Lord."

75 Years Ago
October 20,1919—In an article entitled "Pencil Pointers for Young Preachers," Joseph Berry makes these comments: "Some preachers get greatly excited talking about
nothing... After all, the success of your sermon depends on
how much your people carry home... It is a good deal easier to set up a mark than to hit it... Big words in the pulpit
often serve to cover up little ideas... If I could have my way
I would add this question to those answered by candidates
for admission to the conference: 'Will you persistently
seek to put a church paper into every home of your congregation?'"

50 Years Ago
October 9, 1944—In an editorial entitled "Can God
Bless America?" Jesse Hoover writes, "If our prayer for
the blessing of God is sprung from a consuming desire to
minister to the needs of a decadent world, then I believe
God will honor that unselfish prayer. If however it springs
from the selfish motive of sparing ourselves the inconveniences and wants of others, preserving our indolent ease,
God cannot be expected to honor such prayers."

25 Years Ago
October 6,1969—Editor John Zercher writes, "Priorities are a universal and an individual matter. Each of us
should consciously and within the context of our discipleship determine our priorities. If we do not do it consciously, we will do it by default. [This] applies as well to
congregations. They cannot do everything, so it is necessary to determine priorities. Unless this is done deliberately, tradition and precedent will determine priorities
rather than mission and need."

10 Years Ago
October 1984—In an article about Christian service
entitled "Jesus could have worked at McDonalds," Jay
McDermond writes, "McDonalds really wants us to
believe that they 'do it all' for us. Jesus demanded that his
followers have a similar attitude toward life.... If we know
and follow the way of Jesus, willingly submit to his vision
of servanthood, and give ourselves to his control, then he
will make us sensitive to those around us who are in
need...."

continued on page 22
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Setting
lifestyle
priorities
(Part 2)
by Ed Rickman

Ed Rickman is the Executive Director
of Stewardship Services for the Brethren
in Christ Church. This two-part article
was adapted from his keynote address to
the stewardship conference held prior to
the 1994 General Conference

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - August 31,1994
1994
1993
Proportionate 1.560.500 1.392.127
Congregational 1,375,466 1,368,747
Individual
185,034
23,380
Designated and
Direct Giving 474.382
Congregational 273,784
Individual
200,598
Total to Date

339.953
206,597
133,356

2.034.882 1.732.080

Total Budget
4.093.469 4.210.537
Received to Date 49.7%
41.1%
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Jesus said, "If anyone would come
after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for me will save
it. What good is it for a man to gain the
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit [or
exchange] his very self?"
In essence, Jesus outlined for us three
great principles as the basis of establishing
the priorities of our lives, which in turn
will determine the lifestyle we live. The
first principle was discussed in this column last month: There must be a transformation from self-interest to Christ-centeredness (Exposing self—embracing
Christ-likeness). Yieldedness to Christ
requires a simultaneous work of grace in
our hearts that obliterates the nature and
expressions of selfishness. Then and only
then can we begin to develop transformed
priorities and transformed lifestyles.
There must be a transformation of
our personal priorities from self-centeredness to service-centeredness
(Laying down the cross of our pursuits—picking up his)
What does it mean to take up our
cross? First of all, it is a call for us to
focus the true purpose of our lives and
existence, with Jesus Christ as our example. Our focus begins with our attitude. In
Philippians 2:5-8, Paul tells us: "Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something
to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. And being found
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even
death on across!"
Did Jesus' attitude of submission to the
will of God affect his priorities in life?
Absolutely! He subjected every priority,
in every circumstance, to the test of his
ultimate goal of bringing deliverance to
you and me. And if we are to follow him,
it will require some serious shifts in our
priorities as well. As Randy Alcorn has
said:
"Every disciple of Jesus is given a radical call as to how he views and handles his
money and possessions and every other
facet of his life. Whether one has been
called to leave his possessions behind for
kingdom purposes or to retain ownership
for generous and sacrificial kingdom purposes, he must keep in mind that a wrong
view of material gain in this world will

lure him away from the next. The money
and possessions of the present will be of
no use on the day his soul is laid bare
before his Creator. On that day, money
and possessions will be seen as either having facilitated the mission or having
blurred or hindered it" (Money, Possessions, and Eternity, p. 297).
Taking up our cross does not mean
putting God in our hearts and then going
on with business as usual. It means taking
an honest look at our lifestyle and our priorities to see whether they reflect a total
commitment to the cause of Jesus Christ.
We cannot hide behind the excuse that
those who are richer are responsible. The
fact is that we are the rich of the world.
Consider this report:
"If you have any money saved, a hobby
that requires some equipment or supplies
(fishing, hunting, skiing, astronomy, coin
collecting, painting), a variety of clothes
in your closet, two cars
(in any condition), and
live in your own home,
It istime11
you are in the top 5 pervision
and
cent of the world's
menttofi
wealthy" (Alcorn, p. 301).
Great Ct |
That means that 95
percent of the world could
through th
be considered poor. Does
God has gh \
that mean that poverty is
time to ask
our biggest problem? Perhaps we should consider
form ourp\
the words of Mother
our lift |
Teresa: "You and I, we
create poverty, because
we do not share." On the other hand,
could affluence be our biggest problem?
In the Bible, there is no prohibition
against being wealthy, but there are spiritual consequences for the way in which
we use that wealth. As the Bible says,
those who want to get rich in order to lavishly spend it on themselves are setting
themselves up for spiritual disaster. Paul
warns, "People who want to get rich fall
into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge
men into ruin and destruction. For the love
of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs" (1 Timothy 6:910).
John Piper writes, "The issue is not
how much a person makes. Big industry
and big salaries are a fact of our times,
and they are not necessarily evil. The evil
is in being deceived into thinking a
$100,000 salary must be accompanied by
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a $100,000 lifestyle. God has made us to
be conduits of his grace. The danger is in
thinking the conduit should be lined with
gold. It shouldn't. Copper will do" (John
Piper, Desiring God, pp. 166-67).
Scripture does not teach that we,
whether rich or poor, should take a vow
of poverty. But it does teach that we
should take a vow of generosity. And
that will require some transformed priorities.
There must be a transformation
of our lifestyle that expresses the
reality of our selfless and Christcentered priorities in living
(Transformed priorities)
Jesus said very simply, "Follow me."
But the meaning of these words is far
from simplistic. Those words embody a
mandate: adopt a lifestyle of involvement in a spiritual battle having eternal
consequences. I can
reflect on only a portion
of what these two words
renew our
mean in relationship to
ur commitour stewardship lifestyle.
Hlling the
To follow Jesus
means that we will put
amission
our lifestyle and our priministries
orities under the scrutiny
n to us. It is
of God's Word. Paul
od to transsuggested in 2 Corinthians 10:5 that "we take
orities and
captive every thought to
tyles...
make it obedient to
Christ." If we come to
the point of subjecting every priority
decision to that test, it will transform our
lifestyles.
We need to develop a lifestyle of
"strategic living" as described by Ralph
Winter. He suggests that "simple-living"
can be self-centered while "strategic living" is kingdom-centered. Consider his
practical proposal for adopting what he
calls a "wartime lifestyle" that reflects
our involvement in a spiritual battle:
"The essential tactic to adopt a
wartime lifestyle is to build on pioneer
mission perspective and do so by a very
simple and dramatic method. Those who
are awakened from the grogginess and
stupor of our times can, of course, go as
missionaries. But they can also stay
home and deliberately and decisively
adopt a missionary support level as their
standard of living and their basis of
lifestyle, regardless of their income. This
will free up an unbelievable amount of
money—so much in fact that if a million
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average Presbyterian households were to
live within the average Presbyterian
minister's salary, it would create at least
two billion dollars a year. Yet that happens to be only one-seventh of the
amount Americans spend on tobacco.
But what a mighty gift to the nations if
carefully spent on developmental missions!" (Money, Possessions, and Eternity, pp. 305-306).
This only illustrates the possibilities.
I am absolutely committed to the idea
that God does not give us a commission
without also giving us the resources to
complete that commission. It has always
been so! It is still true today. We have
the resources, but much of the available
resources are being consumed on
lifestyles that reflect a world-centered
focus rather than a Christ-centered focus.
George Barna offers the following
analysis:
"We know that the Christian Church
in America has plenty of money, cumulatively, to get the job done. Each year,
more than 50 billion dollars is donated to
local churches. That is more than the
annual budget of many nations of the
world. Given the work of the early
church, which was impoverished at best,
this stockpile of funds is certainly sufficient to influence the nation.
"The issue we must focus on is not a
lack of funds but how we use the
resources at our disposal. If a distinguished financial analyst were to examine Christianity in America, many probing questions would be raised.
"Why do we have more than 300,000
religious outlets? Couldn't we produce
the same (or better) results with fewer
outposts?
"Why do some pastors work part-time
jobs to finance their ministry efforts
while others have salary packages in
excess of $100,000 a year? Are these
higher-paid pastors more spiritual? Are
they more important in God's economy
than the less-heavily-endowed laborers?
"Why do we spend five dollars on
buildings and maintenance of churchrelated properties for every one dollar
we spend on evangelistic activity? Is this
the ultimate statement of our ministry
priorities?
"How can we explain the fact that
less than one-quarter of all believers
tithe? Or the fact that the average person
who regularly attends church gives less
than 2 percent of his or her income to the
church?

"The questions could continue. Do
we have reasonable, viable answers?"
(Absolute Confusion, p. 142).
Yes, we must take a critical look at
both our personal and corporate
lifestyles which are determined by our
personal and corporate priorities. And
that analysis must be conducted within
the context of Jesus' words in Luke
9:23: "If anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me."
We, the Brethren in Christ, have a
magnificent heritage. We have always
been:
• A people of sacrifice,
• A people of service, and
• A people of stability.
And because of that we have had
some great kingdom accomplishments:
• Our sacrifice has produced an international church.
• Our service has inspired ministries
that have far surpassed our finite
abilities of numbers and resources.
• Our stability has encouraged growth
and expansion with few major problems.
But even more important is our mandate for the future.
As the people of God, we need to
renew our commitment to Christ and the
church by rededicating our lives and our
resources to his cause. It is time to renew
our vision and our commitment to fulfilling the Great Commission through the
ministries God has given to us. It is time
to ask God to transform our priorities
and our lifestyles to reflect our acceptance of the requirements Jesus laid
down for following him.
• The world is different than it's ever
been!
• The needs are greater than they've
ever been!
• The task is bigger than it's ever
been!
But,
• The opportunities are also greater
than they've ever been!
• There are more resources than there
have ever been!
• And God, our helper, is as ready as
he has ever been to help us transform our priorities and lifestyles to
accomplish his goals for our lives!
Let us open our hearts to the Holy
Spirit, allowing God to scrutinize our
priorities and our lifestyle and make us
willing to subject them to his transforming power.
m
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continued from page 19

Hess: Jenna Marie, Aug. 26;
Duane and Dawn (Enck) Hess,
Pequea congregation, Pa.
Horton: Grant Ronald, Aug. 13;
Grant and Marlene Horton, Boyle
congregation, Ont.
Lehman: Sara Elisabeth, July
17; Steven and Diane (Knepper)
Lehman, Oklahoma City congregation, Okla.
Lehman-Schletewitz: Josiah
Paul, Aug. 13; Paul and Kathy
Lehman-Schletewitz, Walnut Valley
congregation, Calif.
Payne: Linnea Elizabeth, July
23; Harvey and Heidi Payne, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
Peters: Christina Renee, June
29; Shawn and Deirdre (Noel)
Peters, Air Hill congregation, Pa.
Shirk: Ryan David, Apr. 30;
John and Gloria Shirk, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
Staley: Anna Joyce, July 26;
Mark and Anita Staley, Walkersville
congregation, Md.
Stull: Andrew Robert, Aug. 15;
Mike and Elaine (Kohli) Stull, Nappanee congregation, Ind.
Tanruther: Cameron Adam,
Apr. 22; Fred and Diane Tanruther,
Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Tate: Zechariah John, July 16;
John and Veronica Tate, Walkersville congregation, Md.
Zimmerman: Brett Andrew,
July 20; Mark and Cindy (Gasswint)
Zimmerman, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Harris - Ruegg: Sandra Lee
Ruegg, Ridgeway, Ont., and Douglas Brian Harris, Ridgeway, July
30, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Leonard J.
Chester officiating.
Hege • Heisey: Denise Jean,
daughter of Bruce and Linda Heisey,
Lancaster, Pa., and James Frederick
Hege, son of Michael and Carolyn
Horst, Lancaster, Aug. 27, at Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Gerald N. Wingert officiating.
Hershey - Burkholder: Carol
Lynn, daughter of Sherman and Tina
Burkholder, Millersville, Pa., and
Mark Alan Hershey, son of John and
Suzanne Hershey, Willow Street,
Pa., Aug. 28, at Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Robert L.
Sheetz officiating.
Hostetter - Riedy: Kristy L.,
daughter of Glen and Patricia Riedy,
Hope, Kan., and James D., son of
Don and Marilynn Hostetter, Hope,
Aug. 13 at First United Methodist
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Church, Abilene, Kan. with Rev.
Alyois Hoist officiating.
Johnson - Styers: Stephanie L.,
daughter of Carl and Debra Styers,
Lock Haven, Pa., and Shaffer Scott,
son of David and Cheryl Johnson,
Lock Haven, Aug. 27, at Cedar
Heights Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating.
Lauver - Martin: Wendy Joy,
daughter of Melvin and Gwyn Martin, Thompsontown, Pa., and John
Charles, son of Ralph and Beverly
Lauver, Mifflintown, Pa., Aug. 20,
at Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Kenneth Letner
officiating.
McEllhenney - Hess: Karen
Nadine, daughter of S. Roy and
Brenda Hess, Lancaster, Pa., and
Keith Robert, son of Mary Alice
Lehr and the late Carl McEllhenny,
Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 27, at Central
Manor Camp with Rev. Douglas M.
Kelchner officiating.
Moss - Snyder: Jamie L.,
daughter of James and Jessie Snyder, Belleville, Pa., and Richard L,
son of Lawson and Rebecca Moss,
Covington, Ga., Aug. 6, at Paintersville Christian and Missionary
Alliance Church, with Rev. Kenneth
Letner and Rev. Wilbert Banks officiating.
Seebach - Baker: Karrie Lee,
daughter of Tom and Bev Baker,
Ridgeway, Ont., and Robert William, son of Roy Seebach and Kathy
Hull, July 20, at Bertie Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Don Middlemiss officiating.
Spirek - Hoffman: Kim Sue,
daughter of Glenn and Faith Hoffman, Palmyra, Pa., and David Spirek, son of Mary Bursey, Vernon,
Tex., and David Spirek, El Paso,
Tex., Aug. 6, at Palmyra Brethren
in Christ Church with Bishop Warren Hoffman officiating.
Wingerd - Townsend: Carey,
daughter of Richard and Lori Townsend, Lincoln, Neb., and Glen, son
of Dale and Barbara Wingerd, Ramona, Kan., and the late Judy Wingerd, Aug. 20, at Rosebank Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Lister officiating.

Obituaries
Birth: Elmer M. Birth, born Apr.
22, 1900, died Aug. 16. Surviving
are his wife, Mabel M.; two sons,
Elvin and Keith; a daughter, Carol
Burrows; six grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. His main
delight was working with wood. He
was a member of the Messiah Village church, Pa., where the funeral
was held with Rev. J. Robert
Lehman and Rev. Glen H. Burrows

officiating. Interment was in Elan Farmers Assoc, and various dairy
associations. The funeral was held
Memorial Park.
Jones: Anita P. Jones, bom Sept. at the Air Hill church with Rev.
13, 1944, daughter of Elden and Robert D. Vemo and Rev. C. Ronald
Pauline Stambaugh, died July 22. Burgard officiating. Interment was
Preceding her in death was her in the church cemetery.
Thuma: Benjamin E. Thuma,
father. Surviving are her mother and
stepfather; her husband, Ed Jones; a born May 7, 1908, son of B.
son, Rusty Robinson; a daughter, Franklin and Fannie Etter Thuma,
Robin Robinson; a stepson, Cary died July 22. Surviving are his wife,
Wesley; and four grandchildren. Mary Ellen
Anita was a member of the Okla- (Engle); a son,
homa City, Okla., church where she Richard E.; two
was a Sunday school teacher and d a u g h t e r s ,
board member. She was employed at Kathleen T.
the data center of Hertz Corp. and Kipe, and Lois
the author of the computer base Thuma; three
training for the company. The funer- sisters, Elizaal was held at the Merritt Memorial beth Thuma,
Chapel with Rev. Steven A. Lehman Esther Mann
officiating. Interment was in Frisco Teunon, and Anna J. Eyster; and a
brother, Alvan. He was a member
Cemetery.
Karstetter: Morris F. Karstet- of the Cross Roads church, Pa.,
ter, Mill Hall, Pa., born Jan. 16, where the funeral was held with
1909, died July 29. Surviving is one Rev. J. Wilmer Heisey, Bishop C.
son, Albert C. Morris was a member B. Byers, and Rev. J. Robert
of the Cedar Heights church, Pa. The Lehman officiating. Interment was
funeral was held at the Yost-Gedon in East Donegal Cemetery.
Tribute
Funeral Home with Rev. John L.
Bundy officiating. Interment was in
Benjamin E. Thuma was one of
Cedar Hill Cemetery.
God's choice servants. He grew up
Rudy: Alice R. Rudy, bom Dec. in Southern Ohio, aspiring to a
24, 1928, daughter of Daniel and career in education. After attending
Mary Martin Rudy, died Aug. 28. Messiah College and graduating
Preceding her in death were a sister, from Wittenburg University, he
Ruth Lindsey; and a brother, Paul. taught for six years at Jabbok Bible
Surviving are a son, Thomas C ; a School in Thomas, Okla., and for
brother, Samuel Ritter; seven sisters, another two years at Messiah ColMary Shields, Velma Fertenbaugh, lege.
Married to Mary Ellen Engle
Dorothy Kreitzer, Esther Taylor,
Claire Roller, Marion Deckman, and during his time in Oklahoma, Ben
Mildred Hoffman; and three grand- accepted the responsibility of worksons. Alice was a member of the ing the Engle family farm, near
Grantham, Pa., church, and partici- Marietta, Pa., after eight years of
pated in the monthly birthday parties teaching.
for Messiah Village residents. The
Within four years, the church
funeral was at the church with Rev. recognized that Bro. Thuma's charRobert B. Ives officiating. Interment acter and training fitted him for serwas in Dillsburg Cemetery.
vice. He was ordained to the ChrisSollenberger: John E. Sollen- tian ministry in the Donegal District.
berger, bom May 25, 1916, in Fay- He served the Maytown and Cross
etteville, Pa., son of Amos H. and Roads congregations in extended
Fannie A. Wenger Sollenberger, pastorates and the Centerville, Elizdied Aug. 12. Preceding him in abethtown, Mount Pleasant, and
death were his wife, Ida (Ober- Maytown congregations in shortholser); and a brother, Norman W. term service for a total of 38 years of
Surviving are a brother, Paul H.; a pastoral ministry. In each assignsister, Beulah Hass; and nieces and ment his parishioners appreciated
nephews. John was a dairy farmer the gracious dignity of his public
in the Chambersburg, Pa., area for ministry.
51 years, and founder of S&S ElecBen Thuma carried responsibilitric Motor Shop Inc. He was a mem- ties well, and the church repeatedly
ber since 10 years of age of the New called him to wider service. As an
Guilford congregation where he was educator, he was appointed to the
a youth leader, Sunday school teach- Messiah College Board of Trustees
er, and superintendent. He was a to serve capably for 36 years. For
former chairman and charter mem- six years he presided over the Doneber of the Gospel Tide Hour, mem- gal District as bishop. He served as
ber of Christian Business Men's secretary of the Atlantic Conference
International, a trustee of Messiah for 10 years. He was entrusted with
College, and active in Franklin-Ful- a succession of General Conference
ton Gideons Int'l, Child Evangelism, board assignments, including the
Messiah Village Auxiliary, Pa., Board of Christian Education, the
Evangelical Visitor

Roxbury Holiness
Camp Meeting 1994
by John B. Hawbaker
When an older, somewhat traditional speaker
and a younger, more contemporary speaker work
together in a spirit of unity and mutual respect, that
example gives a powerful witness to the fact that
the biblical message of holiness is for every generation. That is precisely what we saw at the 1994
Roxbury Holiness Camp Meeting.
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga, from Mechanicsburg,
Pa., retired minister in the Brethren in Christ
Church, and Rev. Tim Elmore, associate pastor at
Skyline Wesleyan church near San Diego, Calif.,
and staff person with Kingdom Building Ministries, were co-evangelists for the camp meeting.
Their ministries complemented each other in such
a way that the total spiritual impact of the camp
was strengthened.
Night after night, when the evangelist gave an
invitation for people to come to the altar for
prayer, a greater than usual number of people
responded. There were several who came for salvation, but the majority of people came to pray
about sanctification, full surrender, dedication to
service in a cross-cultural setting and general spiritual renewal.
Other speakers throughout the Aug. 5-14 camp
meeting included: Curtis Byers, associate pastor at
the Grantham Church, on the first weekend; Dr.
Stephen Manley, a Church of the Nazarene evangelist from Marion, Ind., on the second weekend;
Bishop Warren Hoffman and numerous Brethren
in Christ pastors; and Bishop John Hawbaker,
camp director, who gave the keynote message on
the first morning service of the camp.
The song leader was Emerson Frey, from
Manor Church. Loine Bert was organist, and Jan
Stauffer was pianist. Music presentations were
given by 4 Praise; Roger and Gwendolyn Lentz;
Teen Challenge Men's Choir; a male quartet from
the Grantham Church; Gospel Tide Hour Choir;
Alice Lauver and Lamar Dourte; a men's ensemble organized by Ed Boring, music director of the

Ministerial Examining Board, the
Board for Schools and Colleges, and
the Board of Administration. One
measure of Bro. Thuma's stature
across the church was his selection
in 1968 as a nominee for General
Conference Secretary.
With unassuming humility, Bro.
Thuma could move from gathering
eggs to advising college presidents.
He was not intimidated by large
responsibilities or put off by small
ones; he accepted responsibilities of
every kind and fulfilled them with
steady purpose, consistent perspective, conscientious diligence, and
unfailing grace and gentleness.
Throughout his life, Benjamin
Thuma served his family, his congregations, and his church with
unobtrusive distinction. On July 22
he received the ultimate commendation from his Lord, "Well done,
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New Guilford Church; and a volunteer
male choir directed by Emerson Frey.
David and Charlotte Frederick,
along with Cordell and Beverly
Replogle, directed the Children's
Camp, using the theme, "Lightning
Bugs, Lamp Posts, and Lighthouses,"
all related to being shining lights from
Jesus. The offerings were for a multiple
missions project: providing Bible dictionaries, guitars, and other items for
Honduras and Spain. The goal of
$2,000 was reached before the end of
camp, so the leaders set a new goal of
$2,500. The total received was $2,342.
Layne Lebo and David Erisman
served as the directors of Teen Camp.
Sessions were held in the new winterized Berean Center (the former building
collapsed last winter under the weight Groundbreaking for the new kitchen and dining facilities. Pictured
of snow). "Get Off the Fence" was the are John Hawbaker, camp director, Maurine and John Rosenbertheme. Bay Forrest, a former basketball ry, and Eugene Heidler, camp president.
player for the Phoenix Suns, was the
guest speaker. "Undivided," a Gospel Team from The amount actually received for "Catch the
Eastern Nazarene College, served in music, skits Vision" was $236,765. The Board of Directors
and counseling.
thank God for this miracle offering. On Sunday,
Bruce and Merly Bundy served as our camp August 14, John Hawbaker and Eugene Heidler,
missionaries and were present for the entire camp the camp president, conducted a groundbreaking
meeting. Missions Day, on Wednesday, was a time ceremony for the new John L. Rosenberry Comof high inspiration and sobering challenge. Speak- mons. John and Maurine Rosenberry were present;
ers included Elizabeth Brandt Edwards, on "Light John turned the first shovelful of ground.
and Hope for the People with AJDS," and Zambian
Throughout the week the camp served as a
Bishop Enock Shamapani. The offering received collection center for clothing for people in Rwanfor Brethren in Christ World Missions and for da, as part of MCC's response to the need in that
church planting in North America was $105,518. country. People donated 1,462 sweaters and
In other offerings the need for operation was sweatshirts, plus other items.
The dates for the 1995 camp meeting will be
$53,500; the amount received was $52,661. In the
area of capital funds the Board of Directors set a August 4-13. Co-evangelists will be Craig Sider,
goal of $250,000 in donations and faith commit- Brethren in Christ pastor from Ontario, Canada;
ments over a 3-year period. The entire amount will and Robert Kline, church leader and evangelist
go toward "Catch the Vision," the capital project of from the Churches of Christ in Christian Union.
building John L. Rosenberry Commons, a new The guest speaker for the second weekend will
kitchen and dining facility to replace the present be Dr. Millard Reed, President of Trevecca
outdated kitchen, and the C. B. Byers Conference Nazarene College in Nashville, Tenn. Kevin WitCenter, a facility with 21 motel-type rooms and ter will be the song leader, with Pat Duncan as
various meeting rooms, suitable for retreat groups. guest singer for the second weekend.

good and faithful servant. Come and
share your master's happiness."
Warren L. Hoffman, Bishop
Atlantic Conference
Tucker: Anna Mabel Tucker,
born Nov. 4, 1907, daughter of
Christian and Anna Dick Sider, died
Aug. 20. Preceding her in death
were her husband, Frank Tucker;
three brothers, Earl, Christian, and
Calvin; and two sisters, Mattie Pye
and Emma Gilmore. Surviving are a
daughter, Elizabeth Anne Narbonne;
a grandson; and nieces and nephews.
Mabel was a dedicated member of
the Wainfleet, Ont., church, serving
in many areas of church life. The
funeral was held at the church with
Rev. Charles Mashinter and Rev.
Harvey Sider officiating. Interment
was in Maple Lawn Cemetery.

and Ida Detweiler Garis, died Aug.
12. Preceding her in death were two
husbands, Isaiah Tyson and Daniel
Tyson. Surviving are three sons,
Irvin G., Ernest G., and Paul D.;
three daughters, Sara G. Krepps,
Esther G. Boyer, and Kathryn G.
Boyer; 23 grandchildren; 53 greatgrandchildren; a great-great-grandson; and a sister, Eva Harley. Katie
was a homemaker, Sunday school
teacher, cook for 13 years at Messiah Children's Center, cook in Africa
for missionaries, and cook at the
Messiah Village Child Care Center.
She was a member of the Periaomen
Valley church, Pa., where the funeral was held with Rev. James Lesher
and Rev. David Croxford officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.

Tyson: Katie D. Garis Tyson,
born Apr. 7, 1901, daughter of Frank

Wilson: Beldon Jack Wilson,
born Oct. 26, 1942, in Waukee,

Iowa, son of Beldon B. and Etta
Wilson, died May 23, 1994. Preceding him in death were his father, his
sister Marietta, and his brother
Richard. Surviving are his wife,
Donna; two sons, Mark and David;
three stepsons, Brian Stroud, Bob
Stroud, and Jerry Stroud; eight
grandchildren; his mother; and three
sisters, Ruby Courtney, Jeridith Wilson, and Pam Blackford. A resident
of Dallas Center, Iowa, for most of
his life, he was a retired laborer at
the Monarch cement plant. He was a
member of the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa, where he
served as a deacon, trustee, usher,
and member of the church board.
The funeral was held at Hamilton's
Funeral Home in Des Moines with
Rev. Ed Ashby officiating. Interment was in Berwick Cemetery.
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Engineering program
receives accreditation
The Messiah College engineering program was recently accredited by the
Accreditation Board for Engineering and
Technology (ABET). Messiah received
approval to grant a Bachelor of Science
degree in Engineering (BSE) from the
Pennsylvania Department of Education
in the fall of 1989. Now this degree is
fully accredited.
"We are very pleased and thankful for
this accreditation," said Dr. Rodney
Sawatsky, president of Messiah College.
"Our superior faculty, facilities, and stu-

dents all contributed to receiving ABET
accreditation in such a short time. This
accreditation further strengthens Messiah's already excellent academic program," he added.
In November of 1993 a team from
ABET visited the Messiah Department
of Engineering. This was step three of an
18-month process for the program to
achieve the national accreditation. Normally it takes seven years to achieve this,
but Messiah sought and was successful in
accomplishing accreditation in only five.
ABET's timetable is dictated by their
requirements that a school must graduate
its first class of engineers who have at
least one year of work experience. The
accreditation team that visited last
November talked to engineering graduates' employers to get feedback on the
quality of their work, and examined students' graded work as well.
Engineering education is not an entirely new venture for Messiah College. In

collaboration with Temple University in
Philadelphia, Messiah has offered a major
in engineering since 1968 which requires
students to spend their junior and senior
years at the Messiah College campus in
Philadelphia. With the completion of
Frey Hall in 1989, students have been
able to complete all four years of study at
the Grantham campus.
In keeping with Messiah College's liberal arts tradition, Messiah's program is a
general engineering major with specialized areas of concentration. This puts
them in the company of other excellent
schools such as Harvard University, Harvey Mudd College, Dartmouth College,
and Swarthmore College that have chosen this approach to engineering education. Messiah's is the only accredited
undergraduate degree program in engineering in south central Pennsylvania.
Messiah's engineering program is relatively unique. Other Christian colleges
with which Messiah is most often com-

"Mirror of the Martyrs" exhibit
at Messiah College
From October 10 to November 11, the
archives of Messiah College and the
Brethren in Christ Church will host an
exhibit entitled "The Mirror of the Martyrs," based on the seventeenth-century
book by that title. The exhibit has been on
tour at nearly twenty locations in the
United States since 1990. Following its
stay at Messiah College, the exhibit
begins a tour of Canadian provinces.
The exhibit includes eight of the original engraved copper plates created by
printmaker Jan Luyken (illustrator of
John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress) and
used in the second edition of the Mirror of
the Martyrs. A first edition of the book
will also be on display.
The Mirror of the Martyrs contains
800 tales of suffering by the early Anabaptists. Typical of the stories in the book
and of the contents of the exhibit is the
account of Dirk Willems who, before his death in 1569, was
imprisoned in a castle in the Netherlands. He managed to escape
his prison using a knotted-rag rope to lower himself onto the castle's frozen moat. Unfortunately, a palace guard saw and pursued
him. During the chase, Dirk crossed the thin ice of a pond successfully, his weight having been reduced by meager prison
rations. His heavier pursuer, however, fell through. When Dirk
heard the guard's cries for help, he turned back and rescued
him, only to be seized and returned to a more secure cell by the
ungrateful man. Soon after, Dirk was burned at the stake.
The exhibit includes a slide show and narration that asks
troubling questions: How could Christians torture and kill other
Christians? Why do the powerful fear the weak? The exhibit also
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brings the martyrs' story home with the addition of new sections
telling of contemporary martyrs, including a woman from Stalin's Siberia and children of the Holocaust. Robert Kreider and his
Goshen College colleague John Oyer point out that "In the twentieth century, more people have been killed for conscience sake
than in any other century in history. The Anabaptist martyrs
have kinship with a host of martyrs past and present."
Groups, such as Sunday school and membership classes, as
well as families and individuals, are invited to visit the exhibit.
Visiting hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Saturday. Arrangements for evening and Sunday appointments
may be made by contacting E. Morris Sider, archivist, telephone
(717) 691-6048 or (717) 766-7767.
Evangelical Visitor

pared—such as Wheaton, Gordon, and
Westmont—do not have an engineering
major. For the student interested in studying engineering in a Christian setting,
Messiah provides one of the few alternatives to a secular college or university.
Presently, the only other colleges of the
88-member Christian College Coalition
offering an accredited program in engineering are Calvin College in Michigan,
LeTourneau College in Texas, and Dordt
College in Iowa. Messiah invites students
from across North America to study engineering in the Christian environment provided by this college.
The new school year begins
The 1994-1995 academic year began
with celebration and solemnity. During
the traditional opening Convocation
chapel on Tuesday, August 30, president
Rodney Sawatsky welcomed 690 new
students to the college community. Both
new and returning students with noteworthy academic achievement were publicly honored, and the names of the new
Merit Scholars were announced. Chosen
by the faculty for leadership, scholarship,
and school loyalty, this year's recipients
were senior Greg Aist, junior Melanie
Starr (a Brethren in Christ student), and
sophomore Sarah Engle. Additionally,
student government leaders were recognized and set apart for service.
The community paused for a moment,
however, to remember Dr. William Wallace, assistant professor of physics, who
died tragically in his office the previous
Thursday. Some afternoon classes were
canceled on the first day of school to
allow members of the college community to attend his funeral.
In his convocation address, Dr. Sawatsky said that as Messiah's new president,
he is often asked about his vision for the
college. He explained that he wants the
community to build a vision together, but
he does have an agenda. Taken from
Romans 12, his goals for the Messiah
community include mind renewal, unity
in expanding diversity, and love. He
noted that while education has lately
become concerned with outcomes, Christians at Messiah have always been concerned that knowledge lead to doing the
will of God.
New director of Service-Learning
Dr. John Eby recently became the
director of the Messiah College ServiceLearning program. Dr. Eby came to Messiah from Goshen College (Ind.) where
he had been the academic dean and a proOctober 1994

fessor of sociology and
business since 1989.
An ordained minister in the Mennonite
Church, Dr. Eby served
with the Mennonite
Central Committee in
Botswana, Africa, for
three years in the early
1980s. He also served
with the Mennonite
Board of Missions during his career, and is currently a member
of the board. He was a professor of business and sociology at Eastern Mennonite
College (Va.), as well as the chair of the
Business Department, prior to going to
Goshen College in 1989.
In its third year, Messiah's ServiceLearning program offers academic credit to students who want to get involved in
serving others. A year-long course
sequence links the classroom with help-

ing others. Students begin in the
spring by preparing for service in
a three-credit course, taking a
look at what service is and how to
serve in cross-cultural setting.
Then, in the summer, they volunteer for at least six weeks in an
area which interests them. Students have served as camp counselors, medical assistants, tutors,
construction workers, and mentors with inner city youths and
adults, from Chicago to Kenya. When
they return, a fall seminar course gives
them an opportunity to debrief and talk
about how their expectations were or
were not met.
Dr. Eby received his B.A. from Eastern Mennonite College in 1962 and his
master's and Ph.D. from Cornell University (N.Y.) in 1970 and 1972 respectively•

hcipleehip for the 21et Century
by Arlene B. Miller
The age in which we live is sometimes
referred to as the age of tribalism, the
breakdown of the unifying belief in the
West that reason, science, and technology have unlimited potential. Poverty,
crime, and despair defy our attempts at
social, engineering. Our culture—and the
world—is splintering into diverse and
competing communities. "Scattered in
small groups of like-minded people, those
who speak the same language, human
beings today are confused" (Veith, p. 21).
We are now experiencing the curse of
Babel, which was a punishment for sin.
One way in which North American
societies experience this tribalism is the
breakdown of structures that hold large
and diverse populations together for the
common good. The radical changes in
the health care system are ones with
which I am familiar. Ill persons, many of
them elderly, are being discharged from
hospitals to communities with inadequate
structures for their care at home. In my
teaching at Messiah College, I make
home visits with nursing students. Often
we find an elderly couple, neither of

which is really capable of giving the care
required for the one identified as a
patient. A recent tragic murder-suicide in
my community marked the deaths of one
such elderly couple experiencing chronic
illness and mounting medical bills. There
are agencies making valiant attempts to
care for such persons. But funds for such
care are limited and will most certainly
become more so despite talk in Washington about health care reform.
What is happening in health care is
happening with other structures as well—
the family, the educational system, the
economy, the government. "People can
no longer understand each other. There
are no common reference points, no common language" (Veith, p.21). We see this
in our governments, where legislation
gets stuck in the battle between politicians competing to stay in office.

What does this breakdown of societal
structures say to us about discipleship in
the 21st century? It certainly speaks to
us about our life in the church. When the
Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost,
the curse of Babel was undone. The
gospel is for the whole human race in all
of its diversity. In the church we should
begin to experience that balance of unity
Arlene Miller is a member of the Messiah
College faculty, and lives in Elizabethtown, and diversity that characterizes the human
Pa.
continued on page 26
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Discipleship in
21st Century...
continued from page 25

body. Because we are both redeemed and
being redeemed, such a balance does not
come easily; we need to work at it. But
this very willingness to work toward it
will mark us as radically different from
the disintegrating culture around us. The
antagonism dividing homes, teachers and
parents, rich and poor, employers and
employees, educated and uneducated, and
the races will be being mended in our
midst.
The temptation will be for us to huddle
in our churchly ghettoes, to build the
walls high against the chaos around us, to
protect our own people and property. We
need to look to our forebearers in the
faith, however, for ways to respond.
When the Roman empire was disintegrating, being overrun by the German
tribes and later torn apart by tribal wars in
Europe, it was the church that provided
the only social structures that continued
to function. During one attack on Rome,
the bishop of Rome took charge of repairing the sewage and water systems of the
city. Monks and nuns were often the ones
who provided for care of the sick and
during plague times buried the dead.
We need also to avoid the errors of
the early church. Because the church
endured when all else was falling apart,
its leaders were eventually given status in
the society. They fell prey to the temptation for great wealth and political power
that led to the corruption of the church
itself. Our Anabaptist heritage with its
insistence on separation of church and
state should not be forgotten.
How can we in the church live in a
culture whose structures are falling apart?
There is no simple answer, for Christians
in each community will find different situations and problems. But discipleship
in the 21st century will require that we
seek the direction of our Servant Master
for how he wants to use us as salt and
light in a chaotic society. We might start
with the seven corporeal works of mercy
recognized by the early church: feeding
the hungry, clothing the naked, caring for
the sick, visiting those in prison, giving
drink to the thirsty, burying the dead, and
sheltering the homeless.
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Almost two years ago I had the privilege of serving with the General Conference Program Committee. It seemed to
me that as we made plans for the General Conference of 1994, it was difficult to
consider significant changes because of
the way Conference has been structured
for many years. I learned also that
changes in the Conference format would
have to be made well in advance of Conference.
One question asked during the course
of the planning session was, "What is the
purpose of Conference?" Probably most
of us would agree that it is to take care of
business and to promote fellowship.
Would adding the dimension of learning
together in smaller groups enrich the
Conference experience for delegates and
others? Isn't it a perfect time for pastors
and others with similar interests to have
opportunity to meet together for more
than a noon luncheon?
I've been interested in how our church
could begin to think about "doing" Conference in a different way. Diverse viewpoints about Conference were reflected in
the Conference reports printed in the Visitor. Some writers seemed pleased with
their Conference experience while others expressed concern about how we "do"
Conference. There was great variety in
those reports. I wish all who wrote could
have been given Visitor space because
they tell us what people think about Conference and that can be helpful in planning for the next one.
In the interest of encouraging us to
rethink Conference and hopefully stimulate some debate, I'd like to make some
suggestions; some of them are radical.
1. Limit debate. Limit debate. Limit
debate. A Church of the Brethren friend
told me last week that at their Conference this summer they limited debate by
a speaker to three minutes. At two minutes a light went on and at three minutes,
there was a bell. She said it worked well
for them. (During Conference this year I
was tempted to figure up how many collective hours we 600 delegates listened to
non-productive and tedious debate.)
2. Allow for three days of business.
That should do it nicely given the above
format.
3. Plan for two days of special emphaReference: Gene Edward Veith. (1994).
Postmodern Times: A Christian Guide to sis. The pastors could meet together (isn't
much of their time wasted during ConContemporary Thought and Culture.
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ference?) and be inspired and aided by
workshop leaders who would speak to
them and dialogue with them about how
they could improve their ministry. Senior
pastors might meet in one group; pastors
of churches under fifty in another, associate pastors could meet. Christian education people could meet and share ideas.
There could be seminars such as "How to
Live as Disciples in the 21st Century"
(Shalom did a wonderful issue on that).
Stewardship seminars could be offered.
Pastors' wives could be given opportunity to meet for a day. Missions could present workshops. There could be workshops for deacons, for those who work
with the older church members. Seminars and workshops on drama could be
offered. Those interested in social issues,
church history, youth ministry, etc., could
meet.
Beside the benefit of gaining new
information and inspiration, there would
be opportunities to make some new
acquaintances. Smaller groups and a less
formal setting than the larger Conference
body would aid in this.
4. Have no assigned seats. I realize
there are some good reasons to assign
seats, but there are some good reasons
not to. It would eliminate the need for
the pages to walk the "many miles" they
were credited with walking this year, carrying notes that were of little substance in
most cases. Delegates would get different
perspectives from different seats; choice
seats would be passed around; the prayer
groups would change; one would walk
to breaks and meals with different persons. I believe the gains would outweigh
the disadvantages. It would be interesting
to try for a Conference.
5. Do something creative on Sunday—
not an easy assignment, I realize, but we
have some good resource persons. How
about some workshops on Sunday school
teaching? How about a musical extravaganza for the morning service, singing
the great hymns of the church and having
other special singing? There could be
choral readings; perhaps two or three pastors could dialogue in lieu of a sermon.
The afternoon could be given to drama
(we know we have the talent because we
saw it this year at Conference). Missions
and other ministries of the church could
be featured in various ways. The multimedia presentation this year was excelEvangelical Visitor

lent. Perhaps it would be helpful not to
excuse delegates from the Sunday services.
6. No pre- or post-Conference events.
For most of us, five and a half days is
plenty of time to sleep in dorm rooms. If
we use the time well, subjects planned
for those Conferences could be made
available to the larger body through the
use of smaller group meetings as suggested earlier.
Perhaps these suggestions will inspire
others to share some of their ideas on
how better to use our time and resources.
Past Conferences have served the church.
Could we try some changes, evaluate
them, and then if there is consensus, integrate them into Conference planning? It
would take the investment of many persons' time, energy, and talent. We are
fortunate to have people who are willing
to give those things.
I have much appreciation for those
who worked very hard to make Conference a success this year. There were
many fine features that I no way wish to
discount with the above suggestions. My
purpose is to stimulate our thinking in
how to begin to make some changes that
could be beneficial to us, not change
without a purpose.
Bonnie Frey
Abilene, Kansas

Your coverage of the General Conference in the August issue of the Visitor
was excellent. However, no matter how
much I desire to share this with about
one-third of my congregation, it cannot
be done. Our congregation includes about
40-50 adults whose first language is
Spanish.
My purpose for writing is that I
believe strongly that the Visitor needs to
begin immediately to include Spanish
articles and news. This needs to be written in Spanish script. It is understandable
that this will put added pressure on your
staffing situation, both financially and
numerically.
I could wish that budgets from Church
Planting and Congregational Life would
consider putting financial support to this
project. We can afford it if we are serious
about reaching our Spanish sisters and
brothers. "Who is my neighbor?" Well,
for many of us it is our first-language
Spanish brethren.
Maybe the Visitor enterprise can
request from our larger constituency of
English-speaking members to support
this project. We say we want to invite
October 1994

our Spanish friends into the fellowship
of the church. Let's begin by providing
literature which speaks of the Brethren
in Christ Church in order that they might
grasp a deeper understanding with whom
they are joining in fellowship.
I will be looking forward in the near
future for Visitor material that is written
in Spanish.
J. Ralph Wenger
Ontario, Calif.

I'm writing this letter in response to
the September 1994 article "Discipleship
for the 21st Century." I agree with Mr.
Brubaker that in our world today we see
people professing to be Christian, advocating a lot of questionable things. For
example, I was at a community event the
other day when I couldn't help noticing
the lady in the bleacher in front of me.
She had a black Harley-Davidson-type
T-shirt pulled over a very much overweight body, with a picture of Jesus
Christ nailed on a cross. There was writing on the shirt encouraging readers to
try Jesus Christ. Then to top it off, she
had a cigarette hanging out of her mouth.
I was about to condemn but something
said to me, well at least she's got enough
courage to wear the shirt. More than
some Brethren in Christ would do.
Getting back to the column in the
September issue. I need to tell you a little
about myself. Yes, I'm a Christian and
love the Lord and try to live a life pleasing to my Savior. You've likely guessed
it. Yes, I have guns—several of them. I
love to hunt animals, not people, and I'm
proud of it. I'm also a member of the Federation of Anglers and Hunters of Ontario, Canada.
Just before I read "Discipleship for the
21st Century" in the Visitor, I read an
article in Ontario Out of Doors, which is
a hunting and fishing magazine. In that
magazine was an article entitled "United
Church attacks the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters." Here was a person
attacking an organization that he had only
limited and biased information on. I hope
our church leaders are not guilty of the
same.
Yes, I realize there are some bad
apples in the membership of the O.F.A.H.
and also in the pro-life organization
which I also am a member. There are also
some members in the Brethren in Christ
which sometimes discredit us.
Referring to the September issue of
the Visitor, "The Nature of the Church"
(p. 32), I would like to quote: "We are a

covenant community vowing before God
and fellow members to live a holy life, to
remain loyal to the church, and to foster
oneness within the body of Chris?' (my
emphasis).
Yes, I do know about the National
Rifle Association. I've often thought I
would like to be a member. No, not to
promote violence that I don't support,
because I'm Brethren in Christ, and a
conscientious objector. The reason I support organizations like the National Rifle
Association is because our constitutions
of our countries gives us the right to own
firearms. Misinformed persons would
like to take them away from law-abiding
people and give them to the criminaltypes. Yes, the criminals have them and
will have them and will use them until the
courts of our lands start to punish criminals with the punishment that is equal to
their crimes.
It's sad that in a magazine that's supposed to encourage and edify the believers, we find articles that divide instead
of encourage unity.
Glenn Gilmore
Wainfleet, Ontario

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of
EVANGELICALS
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"Celebrating Our Unity in Christ"
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Dear Paul,
This is one of my favorite times of the
year. Finally the weather is beginning to
cool down. I enjoy the mornings' crisp
edge as I go to work. The trees are offering their annual display of wonderfully
vivid autumnal foliage. Thanksgiving
time is here: for Canadians it is this
month and Americans will observe this
holiday next month. And who could forget that Christmas is just around the corner. What a great time of year.
Except not everyone is excited about
Fall. You see, there's something of a
"holiday controversy" in the church. I
quickly admit that I am biased on this
matter, but I will attempt to explain the
situation without too much partiality.
At the end of October is a holiday
called "Halloween." I think that name is
a shortened form of "All Hallows'
Eve." At any rate, the tradition
is that children dress up in
costumes,
marauding
through their neighborhoods
gathering candy and sweets.
The costume variety is something to see, and it runs the gamut
from bunnies and puppies to skeletons
and monsters.
That may sound rather unproblematic
(apart from a bunch of children and parents suffering from a "sugar high"), but it
just so happens that this holiday is also
observed by people who worship Satan. I
don't know what they do, nor do I wish
to know. However, some of my fellow
believers annually argue that under no
circumstance should a Christian even
remotely get involved in any activity
associated with Halloween. Therefore
they do not allow their children to go
"trick or treating," nor do they give candy
to children who come to their houses for
"treats."
It seems to me that these brothers and
sisters are correct at one level: we must
avoid entanglement with the Evil One
and his works. Wouldn't we all agree
with that? I suppose, however, that I can't
see how a small child dressed as a small
mammal is glorifying Satan. Granted,
Satan does appear as an "angel of light"
and his influence is subtle. Still, threeyear-olds dressed as bunnies? It is beyond
my imagination. It seems more likely that
I will glorify the Evil One as I impatiently drive home after a long day at work.
October 1994

There's another side to this issue to
which I wish we could give more attention. As Christians we could focus on the
positive side. October 31, or "All Hallows' Eve," is the night before a major
festival observed in the liturgical Christian tradition: All Saints' Day. Instead of
worrying about how Satanists worship
their false god, why don't we take this
time as an opportunity to celebrate the
one true God's loving kindness through
the ages. November 1 would be a good
time to remind ourselves that we are not
the first people who have wrestled with
the problem of evil, and we need
reminders that God is faithful to those
who desire to follow divine ways. It
seems that some of your contemporaries
were aware of this when they read
Hebrews 12:1: "Since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin
that clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is set
before us" (NRSV). We need to be
reminded that in every age, God raises up and sustains men and women
who face and conquer the Evil One. We
need not be timid and defensive. We worship the King of the Universe. And we
should probably celebrate that.
I don't expect that we will become
"liturgical" (I don't think I would want us
to be), but perhaps at this time of year
we could look on the positive side of the
season. Instead of worrying about some
doomed loser like Satan, why not give
thanks for the good that God has done in
the lives of those who went before us?
Along those lines I'd like to forward to
you this prayer of thanksgiving designed
for All Saints' Day, which is found in the
Book of Common Worship.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our
God;
It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
God of the ages,
we praise you for all your servants,
who have done justice, loved mercy,
and who walked humbly with their
God.
For apostles and martyrs and saints
of every time and place,
who in life and death have witnessed
to your truth,
we praise you, O God.

For all your servants who have faithfully served you,
witnessed bravely, and died in faith,
who still are shining lights in the
world,
we praise you, O God.
For those no longer remembered,
who earnestly sought you in darkness,
who held fast their faith in trial,
and served others,
we praise you, O God.
For those we have known and loved,
who by their faithful obedience and
steadfast hope,
have shown the same mind that was
in Christ Jesus,
we praise you, O God.
Keep us grateful for their witness,
and, like them, eager to follow in the
way of Christ.
Then at the last, bring us with them
to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light;
through Jesus Christ the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith,
who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Grace be with you,
Onesimus

Mennonite Central Committee is accepting applications for a fundraiser. This
half-time to three-fourths-time position,
based in one's home, is available Dec. 1,
1994, and lasts 18 months. Qualifications
include a commitment to Christian faith,
active church membership and nonviolent
peacemaking. Applicants must be committed to peace, international understanding
and justice; be familiar with MCC; have
experience with fundraising and grant writing; be a self-starter and free to travel within the U.S. and Canada and also to Laos
during December 1994 or January 1995.
Interested persons in the United States contact Goldie Kuhns, 21 S. 12th St., P.O. Box
500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, phone (717)
859-1151; in Canada contact MCC Canada
Personnel, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB
R3T 5K9, phone (204) 261-6381. Applications due Oct. 31,1994.
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Missionary
or
merchant
by John A. Byers

Effective churches take the initiative.
They see their task to be convincing people to change citizenship—from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.
There is little disagreement, at least
among evangelicals, that evangelism is
the church's responsibility. The difference arises concerning one's concept of
evangelism.
We live and function in a world unlike
that anyone now living has ever known. It
is a society in which the church cannot do
business as usual and expect to accomplish Christ's command to make disciples. Paul Dietterich defines our world
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encouraged to be concise. Letters
may be shortened. All letters must
be signed. Occasionally we may
decide to withhold names due to
special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for
readers to express their opinions on
a broad range of topics relevant to
the mission of the church and to living the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, and does not
necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in
Christ Church or this periodical.
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well by saying, "society is pluralistic,
where people have more options for religious belief and behavior than ever
before; secular, where people are living
without God in their lives; competitive,
where other institutions vie for the time
and money of members; marked by a
shift in values, where the values we once
took for granted are no longer accepted or
reinforced by modern culture." The last
phrase relating to values is particularly
significant. Society has disfranchised the
church. For the first time since Constantine, the Church is not part of the establishment.
The church needs to re-examine its
core concepts about ministry. No, this is
not about structure. It is, however, a call
to make certain that our ministries influence rather than be influenced.
Two views of ministry prevail. For
this article they will be referred to as missionary and merchant. The first has missions as its priority and operates in all
environments. The second view gives priority to the product and functions best as
a part of the establishment.
The merchant's goal is to produce a
product (program) that leads to a satisfactory transaction (ministry) for the
church and its customers (members or
potential members). Pleasing the customer is what matters.
Maybe that sounds like a seeker-sensitive church, one that talks about niches
and marketing. It could be such a church.
It also includes some traditional congregations that live by the principle of keeping members happy. The important factor
for merchants is customer satisfaction.
The missionary concept is different.
Its goal is to fulfill its mission (the Great
Commission), while being aware of and
concerned about peoples' interests, needs
and desires. Its priority is the transformation of people's lives.
The mission-minded church seeks to
relate to persons in such a way that the
persons see and understand the need to
accept Christ and live by a new set of
core values. It is an invitation that is revolutionary in nature.
Societal shifts demand that the church
decide whether it merely enacts transactions (merchant) or challenges people to
be transformed by God's grace (missionary). The first seeks to serve within the

mainstream of society and reform it. The
latter understands its pilgrim status and
seeks to revolutionize lives.
Normally, the church does missions
in faraway countries. There people can
grapple with Christian growth issues
without creating discomfort in the local
church. Now the mission field includes
our neighborhoods. Converts become
members of our congregations. Missions
churches gladly assume a role in the
transformation process.
Merchant churches are vendors of
products (programs) that accommodate.
Mission churches have different focus.
They seek relationships that demonstrate
love and influence individuals to discover what the good news is—in Christ one
is free to find true fulfillment.
Churches with a mission are also prepared to make internal changes so the
transformations begun can continue. Lyle
Schaller suggests some of the costs are:
(1) Trading intimacy for anonymity; (2)
Expanding the range of choices far
beyond the traditional two of "take or
leave it"; (3) Expanding the number of
attractive entry points for new members;
and (4) Moving the teaching ministry
ahead of fellowship as a priority.
Mission churches are not carried on
by human efforts alone. It needs God's
blessing and the Spirit's empowerment.
Yet without our willingness to plunge
into the unknown, God's power is neutralized.
Are we content to merely conduct
transactions or are we prepared to bring
transformations by God's grace? The
world can endure a merchant. It's the
mission mentality that scares them—but
that is what turns the world upside down
for God.

Formerly the Director of Bishops for the
Brethren in Christ
Church, John Byers
recently was chosen as
bishop of the Central
Regional Conference,
with offices in West
Milton, Ohio.
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And the date is...
books {1994? and Are You Ready?) has been saying that the
Prof. Porta, in Remarkable Forecast, Stakes All on
Terrifying Prophecy of Dire Doings in December—
world would end in September 1994.
Planets Moving Into Danger Zone Will Cause
As reported by Christianity Today (June 20, 1994), CampGreatest Sunspot of All History by Prof. Albert F. Porta
ing, a civil engineer by training, "has dated creation to preciseOwing to a strange grouping of six mighty planets, such as
has not been seen for a score of centuries, the United States
next December will be swept by the most terrific cataclysm
experienced since human history began. It will be caused by
the hugest sunspot on record.... Such a sunspot will be rich
enough in electro-magnetic energy to fling the atmosphere of
our planet into a disturbance without precedent or parallel... I
make this startling prophecy with no desire to be sensational or
alarming. It is merely because my study of the planets has
revealed certain results with mathematical certainty, that I now
say to you: "Be warned in advance. Tremendous things are
going to happen from Dec. 17 to Dec. 20, 1919, and afterward."
I came across this article (reprinted from Daily Press) in
the Oct. 20, 1919, Visitor as I was researching "E.V. Timelines" (page 19). Curious to see how this story developed, I
discovered in the Dec. 1 issue an article by J. H. Eshleman
entitled "Prophetic Deductions." Referring to Porta's article,
Eshleman detailed a series of scriptural references and events
surrounding the recent war in Europe [World War I] which he
concluded confirmed the significance of Dec. 19-20, 1919.
Editor V. L. Stump wasn't so sure. "We gather from brother Eshleman's article that he is expecting a great event, perhaps the Lord's coming, about Dec. 19, '19. How true his
prophecy is will soon be made manifest.... We have always
questioned the propriety of setting days, as many have done so
and were sadly mistaken. It appeals to us that we should live
each day as tho' he were coming at any moment for "He that
shall come will come and will not tarry" [Heb. 10:37].
(Postscript: In the issue of January 12, 1920, J. H. Eshleman wrote somewhat cryptically, "I did not have in mind the
Lord's coming [on Dec. 19], which event is not due until Rev.
16:15, that day and hour being unknown alike to all except the
Father.... What I had in mind to say was that the manifestations
of judgment were due at that time....")
Not much has changed in 75 years. For instance, since
September 1992 Harold Camping, president of Family Radio
(one of the largest Christian radio networks) and author of two
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ly 11,013 years B.C., and Christ's death to A.D. 33. He claims
a 'spiritual' tribulation...began in May 1988, 13,000 years after
his date for the beginning of the world." Camping claims that
while Scripture says "no man can know the date or the hour"
of Christ's return, it is possible to be certain of the month and
year. John Walvoord, prophecy teacher and former president of
Dallas Theological Seminary who has debated Camping, says
Camping is "practicing a method of interpretation that no one
else recognizes."
These lines are being written on October 4, just as this
issue is going to press. Life appears to be continuing as it has
since the creation of the world (which probably was not exactly 13,006 years ago). Harold seems to have miscalculated.
Be assured, however, that I am not one of those people the
Apostle Peter called scoffers—people who say "Where is this
'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation" (2 Peter 3:4).
Peter goes on to make an important point which date-setting
prognosticators should keep in mind: "With the Lord a day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.... the
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night" (vv. 8, 10).
As we near the turn of the century, we will no doubt be
inundated with more prophetic claims regarding the date of
Christ's return. Such claims have marked the turn of nearly
every century; how much more likely they are as we come to
the year 2000. We humans naturally speculate about the future.
And as Christians, we eagerly await the return of our glorious
Lord. However, it is crucial that we take seriously Jesus' last
words to his disciples: "It is not for you to know the times or
dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
We should have a healthy skepticism of any claims to
know the day and hour (or month and year) of the Lord's
return, while being firmly convinced that Jesus will return
some day as he promised. Moreover, we need to concentrate
our energies on carrying out his commission—not on date-setting—so he will find us faithful when he comes.
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by Bill D. Hallsted

I wonder
about a lot of
things. I wonder why, when
someone says, "...to make a long story
short," it's already too late.
I wonder why it's such a compliment to tell a woman she looks like a
breath of spring, but not to tell her she
looks like the end of a hard winter.
Isn't it the same thing? I wonder why
it pleases her to say time stands still
when you look into her face, but not to
say her face would stop a clock. Why?
I wonder why it's a compliment to
say a man's sensitive, but an insult to
say he's emotional. Strange.
I wonder why people who punish a
child for lying will tell the same child
to "Just say I'm not home."
I wonder why people who can
always get to work by 7:00 or 8:00
can't get to church by 9:30, or even
11:00.1 wonder why people are ecstatic if a ball game goes into overtime,
but upset if church does the same. Just
wondering.
I wonder why people can disregard
thoughtless things that are said at
work, by friends, or in a store, but not
if the same things are said by someone
at church.
I wonder why, when the preacher
says, "In closing...," he doesn't. I wonder why a
speaker

I wonder why
we don't sing
Sweet Minute]
Of Prayer.
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who "needs no introduction,"
always gets one anyway.
I wonder why so many feel
free to skip church for things
they wouldn't dream of skipping work
to do.
I wonder why people who wouldn't
dream of stealing money from the collection plate, think nothing of skipping
their tithe. Or why people who expect
their church to
always be there for
them when they
need it, give their
tithe to other places
instead. Odd, don't
you think?
I wonder why
those who work
the hardest in the
church, give the
most, and are the
most consistent in
serving, are the
ones who appreciate the church the
most, but the ones who do and give
the least find the most fault.
I wonder why parents who
wouldn't dream of letting their children decide for themselves whether or
not to attend school, go to the dentist,
or wear decent clothes, think it's proper to let them decide for themselves
whether to attend church, Sunday
school and youth groups. Doesn't
seem consistent, does it?
I wonder why people who say,
"Money isn't everything," act like it is.
Or why those who say, "Money can't
buy happiness," still keep trying.
I wonder why people still remember things they "forgave" ten years
ago.

I wonder why other people's sins
are always so much worse than our
own. I wonder why other people's
children are so naughty, but our own
are cute when they're doing the same
things. Or why it's the fault of other
children's parents when the children
do wrong, but our own do wrong in
spite of our having taught them better.
Curious.
I wonder why people who say, "I
can quit any time I want to," can't. Or
why people keep themselves enslaved
to a habit in order to prove their independence.
I wonder why people who stand
before God and vow "till death shall
part us," later decide that means, "till
the going gets tough," or, "till I find
someone I like better." I wonder why
they say it's God's
will for them to break
the vow they made to
him. Does that mean
he really wants us to
lie to him? I wonder,
does God bless us for
lying to him?
I wonder why we
don't sing "Sweet
Minute Of Prayer."
I wonder how long
after death it takes for
atheists to know they
were wrong. I wonder how long it
takes for those who decide to "end it
all" to discover they just started it all.
I wonder why "the fertilized egg of
a sea tortoise is deserving of all the
protection of law given an adult sea
tortoise," but a fertilized egg of a
human—or a live human baby yet
unborn—has no such rights.
I just wonder about a lot of things.
Don't you? I wonder if God doesn't
wonder about us a lot too. I wonder if
he's amused, or if he just sadly shakes
his divine head.

Bill D. Hallsted lives in Griffith, Ind.
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